General Council 5-3-07
“Springtime in Seattle – International District”


Jada Isherwood (President)
Quorum: MC2 (4) MacCity (7) HA! (3) HPC (3) TLHC (5) SMAC (1)


Issues of the Week

- make sure to put in work orders for any silverfish problems in Terry/Lander

Wade – laundry signs are outdated with the new system

Legislation 0607-006 (2nd readings) – Resolution in support of a sweatshop free campus
Brandon – amendment to the 2nd and 14th Whereas clause and strike last Whereas clause – “WHEREAS while the formation and implementation of the WRC has resulted in some improvements in the lives of some collegiate garment industry workers, the Consortium has not been able to monitor every factory that produces UW apparel; and,” – “WHEREAS, the ASUW supports the University of Washington calling on companies sub-contracted by our school to abide by fair and safe labor practices; and,”
*second* *amendment passes*

Melvin – major concern over the student fees section – what fess would be allocated and would there be additional costs to students?

Brandon – fees that the UW already pays to the WRC – nothing would increase

Wade – no increase in student fees – just goes to show that fees are used currently for sweatshop produced clothing

Justin – concern about the numbers being biased with  the increase of pay coming from this source

Rod – the WRC is a third party company and these estimates are actually a little low

Brandon – amendment – “Be It Resolved by the Residence Hall Student Association”

*second* *amendment passed*

Linh – I would like it if there was a definition of sweatshops

Brandon – amendment to add two Whereas clauses to the end – “WHEREAS, sweatshops are characterized generally by one source as places where ‘a worker is oppressed to the point that he or she must work in excess of ten hours a day, be subjected to constant health and safety dangers, suffer physical abuse by employers, and still struggle to put food on the family table;’ and,” – “WHEREAS, the Designated Supplier Program would act to eliminate the above sweatshop conditions, by sourcing collegiate apparel from specific factories that are deemed to be in compliance with fair working standards, including the human rights of workers to be paid a living wage and the freedom to form a union; therefore,”
*second* *amendment passed*

Rod – in reference to student fees, this mirrors the ASUW resolution – we need to practice what we preach

Justin – concern about the 10th Whereas clause – wouldn’t be able to employ as many people if they have to increase their wages

Marley – the specific economics is not the intent of the legislation

Brandon – brand companies set a max amount for factories to spend – the DSP pressures them to raise that price

Justin – that’s just bad economics – you raise prices, you sell less and have to lay off workers

Sam E. – labor is only a small fraction of the cost, so it would not increase that much and would not affect the consumer price

Rod – we need to be making sure that the true cost of the good is being met

Danny – worries that the companies will just move elsewhere

Kim – motion to close debate

*second* *objection*

Vote to close debate: 21-7-4 (debate closed)

Vote on legislation: 23-8-2 (resolution passes)

Legislation 0607-007 (1st Readings) – Amendment to the constitution
*Andrew comes up and reads the legislation*
- questions of intent and clarification

Jess – is the typo here because of you or is it in the constitution?

Andrew – constitution

Jada – remember this is a three week process

Sam E. Al-Khoury (ASUW BOD Director of Community Relations)
- Husky Pride fund is now online – uwfoundation.org (search Husky Pride)

- we are expanding the change program to more places on campus

- vote in the ASUW Elections next week

Ricky Jequinto (Vice President)

Head Senator Selection Committee

- we present Salil Mather for confirmation as RHSA Head Senator

Andrew – experience?

Salil – currently a SMAC Hall Senator – also attend Hall Caucus

Bethany – what was your main motivation for running?

Salil – I’ve been watching Holly all year – wanted to get even more involved with ASUW and RHSA

Kim – what do you plan to do about attendance at Hall Caucus?

Salil – making relationship with the Hall Senators – working hard to get At-Large Senator seats filled

Sam E. – what is the most important thing about Hall Caucus?

Salil – it is an open discussion that is treally productive – getting senators ready for Senate

*Salil steps out*

Melvin – very confident in the competence of the selection committee – I think he would do a fantastic job

Sam E. – he nailed my question – he sounds awesome

Holly- he’s really qualified and a hard worker

Mike Leichner – motion to close debate

*second* *debate closed*

Vote to confirm Salil: 32-0-4 (confirmation passes)

Committees

° CAC – Justin Sharrett (Captain CAC)
- Iron Chef is May 9th at 6pm 

- next meeting is May 8th in L-132 at 4:30

CPC – Erin Crenshaw

- looking into a soft-serve ice cream machine for Rick’s Café – also looking into a video camera for the Leadership office

- $2000 left

- next meeting is May 14th in 1101 at 4:30

TeRHHiFiC – Danelle Laney

- Champion of breakfast program is May 22nd and 23rd
- showing the movie “Heavyweights’ on May 19th 
Marley Blonsky (National Communications Coordinator)


OSC Confirmation
- present Ingrid Van Swearingen for Programming Director
Danelle – what is your experience?

Ingrid – I am currently the programming director for Hansee – did Haunted House and Hall Ball along with movie marathons, potluck for Thanksgiving, and video tournament

Bethany – what ideas do you have for advertising?

Ingrid – posters – also want to hand out candy with fliers – maybe also put fliers in mailboxes

Kevin – Brad Pitt or Johnny Depp?

Ingrid – both

Bethany – what was your motivation for running?

Ingrid – I loved the programs we did this year, plus I want to bring communities together

Danelle – other time commitments next year?

Ingrid – not a very heavy class load – honors research project, but no more than 10 hours per week

Tom – new program ideas?

Ingrid – environmental clean-up, diversity awareness and activism, study focused programs

Mike Leichner – motion to close debate

*second* *debate closed* *Ingrid leaves the room*

Andrew – she did a good job of handling that intense line of questioning

Justin – she’s done an amazing job this year – if anything else, she didn’t go into enough detail of how much work she’s done this year

Jess – concerned with her lack of experience with RHSA programming

Amanda – her programs seem kind of repetitive

Trevor – she’s been really focused on Hansee so she hasn’t gone to RHSA

Katherine – I’m concerned with her abilities to stretch herself to all the halls

Mike Leichner – the OSC was selected by you all – you debated for a long time to determine who was best – if you think we lacked in our job, then question us – focus debate on the committee doing what you picked us to do

Danny – putting on Haunted House and Hall Ball takes a huge amount of planning – stick to the facts and don’t make inferences

Justin – she was applying to med school this year – that stress level won’t be there

Sam – concerns raised about her RHSA programming – that’s not her job this year, as programming director for Hansee

Holly – motion to close discussion

*second* *discussion closed*

Vote to confirm Ingrid: 19-2-12 (confirmation passed)

Softball


- we’re in the playoffs – lost our last game 13 to 1
NACURH Updates
- still going to Wisconsin
- study buddy specials are in – if you help out, you get them for free

Holly Jones (RHSA Head Senator)

- public forum with Bryce McGibbon was last week

- passed a resolution for a revised weather closure policy

- 2nd readings coming up on a legislative directive for impeachment proceedings

- coming up on 1st readings of a legislative directive opposing English as the official language of Washington state, a resolution concerning the graduated age of legal rights, and a resolution condemning congressional war with Iran

- the general feel of this body is that these are a complete waste of time

- also have a resolution for a sweatshop free campus

- Hall Caucus is going to amend our Bylaws tonight

- Congratulations to Salil!

Amara Siemens (Treasury Director)

Budget Numbers

General Council: $311.27
Programming: $490.85
Admin: $277.41

Funding Proposal – Kite-Making/BBQ, $150

- May 10th at Gasworks

- coming out of the programming budget

Vote: 32-0-0 (passes)

RHSA Apparel

- T-shirts and sweatshirts are on sale now
Mike Snowden (Programming Director)


Mother’s Day Craft Making

- this Sunday at 3pm in McCarty
HALO Frenzy Wrap-up

- it was a great time and a huge blast

Kite-Making/BBQ

- next Thursday after RHSA

Amber Foos (Administrative Manager)


CBR Report with Wade (
- we brought up constitution stuff for CBR last week – opinions?
Marley – why is it a big deal?

Wade – we don’t want the judicial power, but its in there – we want General Council’s opinion on it – ensuring compliance and power of interpretation – we feel that should be General Council’s role

Mike Leichner – interpretation is just there to make CBR a resource – making sure the constitutions are in line with each other 

Sam – I feel confident that CBR takes these responsibilities – just because you have the power, doesn’t mean you have to yield it

Melvin – don’t see CBR as a threatening organization – its about having a competent leader, which we set up to have

Jess – a rogue CBR is not unlikely or impossible

Charles – this body, General Council, has the overriding authority – while its possible, the General Council has the check on that

Mike Leichner – move to close debate

*second* *debate closed*

Rep Spotlight

- check out Danelle and Phuong…they’re both pretty cool

Riddle of the Week…
- no one got the riddle…Anttimo gets the prize since he’s a special guest
Hall Councils


MacCity



- Trading Clusters Movie Showing is May 29th 


- Battle of the Bands and Dance next Friday


TLHC

- May 12th is going to be live music and fun outside day

SMAC



- BBQ Blast at Golden Gardens is coming up

MC2


- BBQ and Talent Show on the 14th 

HA!



- Hall Ball is this Saturday – there will be a chocolate fountain

HPC 



- Haggett Cribs on May 9th 



- Film Festival and Comedy Fun coming up 
Brandon Knox (NRHH Director)
- applications open for membership – due May 8th 
- OTMs are due this Friday

Brianna Craft (SEED Rep)
- compost is now all over campus and North Campus is the composting master
Advisors – Jake and Jacki

- Leadership Banquet is May 22nd

- THX 2 U recognition week teaser – May 14th through May 19th

- thanks for living with us in the halls – look for more information coming soon

Announcements


- SNAPS! this week go out to the Officer Selection Committee, Husky Apparel Sale Volunteers, Amara, and Marley
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