General Council 2-1-07
“Seinfeld”


Jada Isherwood (President)
Quorum: MC2 (3) MacCity (2) HA! (1) HPC (4) TLHC (7) SMAC (6)


RHSA Seating Arrangement
- we have given the RHSA Reps a special seat

Jess – how come my seat wasn’t assigned and my stuff wasn’t set out?

Jada – they are elected to represent their halls – we want them to feel more involved – representing up to 1000 people

Jess – you should do it for everyone or for no one

Guest Speakers: Budget Review
- Vennie Gore, Chris Jaehne, Paul Brown, Anita Bower, Anne Gigle, Rob Leuben
Paul – it’s really good to be with you all today – this is the rate setting process, and we go through it every year *begin nifty slide show* - “The University of Washington educates a diverse student body to become responsible global citizens and future leaders through a challenging learning environment informed by cutting edge scholarship” – convergence of issues we try to address as we move forward

Chris – live/learn/link – defining the residential experience for everyone

Anita – you spoke…we listened – working off your suggestions

Vennie – technology; the cutting edge – continually exploring the use of new technologies

Rob – 21st century buildings and the power of stewardship – planning for the future – renovate, renew, rebuild

Paul – budget considerations – increase funding to live/learb/link initiatives – maintenance and repair – mandated labor increases – merchant fees (costs to use credit cards) – dining changes/plans and services – technology/communication – funding new construction and the renewal of existing facilities - we are all responsible for the future of HFS – as we move forward, you will make an investment for future generations

Anne – what does this mean for you? – housing rates, other changes, and dining plan – it gets complicated, so stay with me – rate proposals: housing +5%, and meal plan -4.1% - net effect is +1.3% - res hall housing rates increase 5% - $65 extra per quarter for double room
Austin – what are some specifics for capital improvements?

Rob – building a basis for long-term plans – nothing specific is set aside

Anne – some housing changes – technology (no cost to student) – removing landlines, reinvestment of savings – emergency kits ($15-$18) – housing deposit increase from $300 to $500 – Husky card deposit increase from $60 to $90 – fully refundable unspent balance

Linh – does everyone pay for the credit card use, even if they don’t use it?

Anne – yes – it’s better than the UW way which automatically charges a huge fee

Linh – what’s the reason for the Husky card increase?

Vennie – not enough money on the card with the increase of laundry cost

Jada – they had planned to do it last year, but stopped because they hadn’t told anyone

Brandon – will you get the kit each year you’re here?

Anne – no…it’s a one-time deal

Sam – if it’s a difference of $3, I’d rather pay the extra for a better kit

Anne – here are the dining plan changes – purple (premium) +1.7% - gold (preferred) -3.9% - silver (basic) -4.2% - bronze (light) 0.0% - minimum for returning students only – end of year refunds discontinued – trying to balance out by reducing the buy-in cost – greater value due to lower individual meal pricing – will be able to change your plan if it’s not working for you

Austin – why does the premium increase?

Anne – we were asked to do that

Austin – do the prices correlate with the food?

Anita – we never let quality down – we are reducing prices and extending choices

Marley – things have gotten cheaper and better over the years – it really is good what they are trying to do

Melvin – worried about the loss of refund with our unique system
Paul – discounting on the front end instead of the tail end – there will be flexibility to turn around – it is critically important to us that you have a great value

Shane – what’s going to happen to my money at the end of the year? – I will have to use all my money – what if I run out of money? – I’m confused

Paul – I assume you all manage your money on your accounts – stabilizing the pricing and choices – if you don’t send it all, it goes into the system and back into the res halls – chances are that you won’t have that much money left over

Vennie – you will have plenty of options to control it

Anne – if you run out of money, you can add money on the Husky Card side, which is fully refundable at the end of the year

M’Liss – the administration has put a lot of work into it – always trying to improve on this budget – we should support them and all the hard work they have done

Austin – as you increase the quality of vegetarian food, will you be increasing the quality of meat?

Anita – absolutely, we are always trying to improve

Wade – we know that few universities give refunds – do all universities require students to buy-in?

Paul – 98% do, and those that don’t are in dire need to change

Amanda – do freshmen come in at preferred?

Anne – preferred or basic

Jess – does this 4-tiered system encompass everyone?

Vennie – yes, it should be able to work although we cannot judge for everyone

Marley – I recommend stocking up the convenience stores at the end of the year

Amara – the administration is trying to accommodate us in every possible way

Austin – can you standardize the stuff in the convenience stores?

Paul – we are working on it

Anne – my e-mail is on here, RHSA’s e-mail is on the bottom of the letter – there will be residential staff at Hall Council on Monday – I will come back next week to talk about Stevens – make sure to look at the handouts

Jada – take this back to your halls and bring back any questions you have next week – we will then be asking for an official vote from your Hall Councils to get an endorsement

Paul – Thank you all very much!

Ski Trip 

- sales started yesterday – sign-up soon
*Ricky takes over as chair*

Holly Jones (RHSA Head Senator)

- we had a public forum with editors from the Daily
- passed a resolution in support of Lobby day

- there was a call for a vote of confidence for the Chair, Hala Dillsi, and the Vice Chair, Mikhail Smirnov

M’Liss – you should take a straw poll

Holly – I don’t feel comfortable taking it, because there isn’t a lot of information and it is an internal affair

M’Liss – you are still supposed to represent our voice

Jess – Hall council senators can take our opinions on Monday

Amanda – a lot of people have left and it may not be representative of our opinion anyway

Wade – it is irresponsible for us not to share our opinion about this matter

Austin – keep in mind that she is just one vote

Jess – Hall Caucus would be a prefect place to talk about this

M’Liss – not all of us can go to Hall Caucus – it’s her responsibility – this is a big deal

Marley – be careful not to let personal politics from Senate bleed into this meeting

Kim – Holly, can you please explain the situation to us?

Holly – there was a vote of confidence called – no discussion – next week’s procedure is that the person who called the vote and the officer in question have 3 minutes to speak peace – roll call vote – there have been some discussions about the impartiality of the chair, plus the lack of calling for quorum – also some discussions for vice chair vote of confidence, is because he stood in support of the vote of confidence for the chair and sent a rant of an e-mail out against other members of his group

Danelle – are their positions compensated?

Holly – yes, they are ASUW employees

Wade – are these even legitimate reasons?

Holly – it is questionable

Straw Poll: large favor, some abstentions in support of the Chair and the Vice Chair
Holly – e-mail me with any concerns and questions
Ricky Jequinto (Vice President)

Committees

° CAC – Justin Sharrett (Captain CAC)
- Midnight Breakfast, March 7th 

CPC – Erin Crenshaw

- meeting next Monday in 1101 at 4:30

TeRHHiFiC – Danelle Laney

- fine-tuning details for MPH – lots of programs coming up

- meeting next Thursday in the Leadership Office

Jess – motion to proceed with announcements and adjourn

*no second, motion fails*

Amara Siemens (Treasury Director)


Funding Proposal

-  $250 for Winterfest (Singled Out)

Mike – I need more money

Kim – how many applicants so far?

Mike – upwards of a dozen

Kim – what is the expected attendance?

Mike – 200

Vote: 10-0-1 (funding proposal passes)

Mike Snowden (Programming Director)


Winterfest

- it’s going – starts next week – hope to see you all there

Marley Blonsky (National Communications Coordinator)


Warm + Fuzzy Program

- thanks to everyone who helped out

- it was a huge success – we may spread it to both sides of campus next year

Amber Foos (Administrative Manager)


CBR T-shirts

- tomorrow is the last day…so buy them while you can
Survey Results
- Terry Main Lounge won as an alternate location – we may possibly hold a meeting there next quarter
Wade – that’s ridiculous

Marley – we never said we’d do it…it’s only something to look into

Brandon Knox (NRHH Director)
- Zachary Simonson was leader of the week
- look for an e-mail for the Radiothan sign-uops

Brianna Craft (SEED Rep)
- waiting for approval of new plateware
- look forward to our Valentine’s Day tabling

Hall Councils


MacCity



- a rave tonight in Pompeii room

TLHC



- ummmm….

SMAC



- karaoke night went well

MC2


- dealer training tomorrow afternoon

HA!



- movie night tomorrow at 7pm



- come to Bingo night next week


HPC 



- come to open mic night next week
Jake and Jacki (Advisors)

- yield 
Announcements


- SNAPS! for Jacki Gloger, M’Liss Dewald, Allee Nikeroo, Kim Chung, and Brandon 
Knox
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