RESOLUTION 0607-005
A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF ACCESSIBLE GENDER NEUTRAL BATHROOMS WITHIN THE RESIDENCE HALLS

WHEREAS there is a need for publicly accessible gender neutral bathrooms within all the residence halls; and,

WHEREAS a 2001 survey by the San Francisco Human Rights Commission found that 41% of transgender respondents reported experiencing direct harassment or physical violence in gender-limited public bathrooms [1]; and,

WHEREAS transgender, genderqueer (referring to individuals who identify as neither male nor female or as a combination of both), and other non-gender conforming individuals often report abstaining from bathroom use in public, leading to various health problems [2]; and,

WHEREAS persons with disabilities needing caretaker or family assistance to use bathrooms cannot do so at gender-limited facilities if their caretakers are differently gendered [2]; and,

WHEREAS several studies and advocacy groups report that gender-neutral, Americans with Disabilities Act compliant, single-user, lockable bathrooms are an effective solution to the problems previously stated [1,2, 3, 4]; and,

WHEREAS numerous UW peer institutions including the University of Chicago, the University of New Hampshire, New York University, the University of Arizona, and the University of Michigan have, in response to student action, already committed to increasing the number of gender-neutral bathrooms on their campuses; and, 

WHEREAS in the past the HFS administration has housed transgender individuals in disability rooms; and, 
WHEREAS individuals within the transgender community have expressed this is not an appropriate solution for those individuals and can be limiting to their experience within the residence halls; and, 

WHEREAS current showering facilities with no barrier other than a plastic curtain within Residence Hall floors afford no protection to individuals from intrusion; and,

WHEREAS HFS is currently engaged in formulating a 20 year plan for renovating and replacing its housing facilities; and,

WHEREAS numerous UW peer institutions including the University of California, Berkeley have gender neutral bathroom facilities within their Residence Hall floors; and, 

WHEREAS the UW’s non-discrimination policy states that it "is committed as a matter of principle to providing equality of opportunity to all members of the University community"; and,
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WHEREAS in the HFS Resident Handbook under diversity it states, “The University values diversity and is committed to promoting: respect for the rights and privileges of others, understanding and appreciation of human differences, and the constructive expression of ideas [6]”; and, 

WHEREAS the HFS charter insures safe places for all students[5]; and, 

WHEREAS the mission statement of HFS is “working together to ENHANCE student life [5]”; and, 

WHEREAS the RHSA resolution 0607-002 affirmed the support for equal rights and recognition of transgender students; therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE RESIDENCE HALL STUDENT ASSOCIATION 

THAT the RHSA affirms the right of all UW students, staff, faculty, and visitors to safe and accessible bathroom facilities for themselves and their dependents, regardless of their gender identity, disability status, or status as a parent; and,

THAT the RHSA supports the conversion of existing single-user bathrooms in the halls, including one bathroom per floor of the existing multi-user bathrooms in Hansee Hall, from gender-limited to gender-neutral; and,

THAT the RHSA calls upon the HFS Administration to commit to ensuring that their 20 year plan for capital projects and Residential building replacement will include ADA-compliant, gender-neutral bathrooms for Residential floors; and,

THAT the RHSA calls upon the HFS Administration to maintain a current listing of gender-neutral, accessible, and single-user bathrooms in the halls; and,
THAT the RHSA is added as co-sponsor to the ASUW Resolution R-13-24; and,
THAT copies of this resolution be distributed through RHSA channels to all relevant departments of the HFS Administration.
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