	RHSA Resolution 0607-002: 
RHSA Legislation – Gender Rooming Assignments in Stevens Court

	WHEREAS, the University of Washington (UW hereafter) Housing and Food Services (HFS hereafter) currently only maintains single-sex housing for students in Stevens Court Apartments; and

WHEREAS, the Associated Students of the University of Washington Student Senate supported the rights of transgendered students in the 2007 Legislative Agenda
 and in R-8-24; and

WHEREAS, transgendered students are currently forced to identify with their biological sex as opposed to their personal gender identity when living in single student apartments; and

WHEREAS, gender, according to nearly all scholarly work, is a social construction, and sex is merely a random biological determinant; and

WHEREAS, the UW claims active participation in working to promote diversity efforts for the queer, gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered community
; and

WHEREAS, the HFS Charter ensures safe spaces for all students
; and

WHEREAS, comparable institutions such as the University of California Berkeley and New York University allow students to choose who they live with in single student apartments regardless of gender
; and

WHEREAS, students choosing to live in single student apartments pay comparable rates to apartments in the greater University District; and

WHEREAS, students choosing to live off-campus in apartments can choose to live with people of any gender; and

WHEREAS, the current structure of single student apartments maintains single private rooms and private showering and toilet facilities,

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Residence Hall Student Association supports the right for residents of single student apartments to choose who they live with, regardless of their gender.
	Sponsor:
Wade Caves –Terry/Lander Hall Council Head Representative to RHSA

Co-Sponsors: 
M’Liss DeWald – Stevens Court Resident


� 2007 ASUW Student Senate Legislative Agenda


� HFS Student Handbook, 2006-2007


� UW Housing and Food Services Diversity Policy (charter available on the HFS website)


� Information available on the respective universities’ housing website






