January 16, 2003

Graduate Committee

Department of English

University of Washington

Box 354330

Seattle  WA  98195

Dear Graduate Committee Members:

I am writing to you regarding my continuation on to the PhD program here in the Department of English. In June 2002, I completed my Master’s Essay entitled “Grammatical and Rhetorical Features in Native Hawaiian Students’ Writing” under the direction of Anne Curzan and Gail Stygall.  I have now completed coursework for the Master’s degree and would like to continue working towards the PhD here in the department.  

I have taken most of the coursework offered in the Language and Rhetoric Program: ENGL 620 The Nature of Language, ENGL 652 Discourse Analysis, ENGL 657 Teaching Composition, and ENGL 569 Ethnography of Literacy.  I have also taken ENGL 578 Language and Identity.  This quarter I am taking ENGL 654 Current Rhetorical Theory.  In each of my classes, I have tried to apply the theories and methods that were covered to my specific area of interest: writing in non-standard englishes.  In The Nature of Language, I focused on pidgin and creole languages.  In Discourse Analysis, I examined writing by a former student of Native Hawaiian descent.  In the Ethnography of Literacy, I explored the notion of multiple literacies, specifically for speakers of non-standard englishes.  

For my exam areas and dissertation, I anticipate focusing on Discourse Analysis (including the application of Genre Theory and Narrative Theory), Composition and Rhetoric, and Language Policy/Language and Culture (specifically as it affects speakers of non-standard englishes).  I will use the work from my Master’s Essay as a pilot study or springboard for my dissertation.

Gail Stygall has agreed to be my chair, and Anis Bawarshi has agreed to serve on my committee.  I have not yet asked a third person to sit on my committee, but I am considering Yasuko Kanno, James Tollefson, or Alicia Wassink.  I have been working with Dr. Stygall since I entered the department in Fall 2001.  She has been extremely supportive and interested in my on-going project at a Native Hawaiian public charter school in Hawai’i.  She has expertise in the theory of writing in non-standard englishes with speakers of African American Vernacular English (AAVE) and its practical application in working with Basic Writers. 

After completing the Master’s Essay, I became interested in expanding the theory with which to interpret the students’ writing.  Therefore, I have chosen to do independent studies in Narrative Theory and Genre Theory.  Dr. Stygall has agreed to supervise an independent study with me on Narrative Theory in Spring 2003, which will prepare me for further work with student narratives produced at the charter school in Hawai’i, the site for my dissertation research. 

I am currently taking the other independent study with Anis Bawarshi on Genre Theory, which will give a basis for understanding the body of writing I will be studying and its intended audience within the complex context of a Hawaiian community, the larger Hawai’i community, and a national or international community of English speakers.  

For my interest in language policy and language and culture, I have not decided how best to support this aspect of my work whether that be through a more Rhetoric approach, or via TESOL or Sociolinguistics.  The class on Language and Identity was extremely helpful in teasing out the issues of dialect, world englishes, language and culture and language and identity.  However, I would prefer to wait until I take Sociolinguistics with Alicia Wassink in the Spring before making a decision.  No doubt this course will help me decide best how to focus my approach to writing in non-standard englishes.  

I intend to take my exams at the end of Winter 2004.  I am already starting to compile my exam list now and will continue to prepare over the summer.  I will then finish my prospectus by the end of Spring 2004 and will be ready to start my dissertation in Fall 2004.  

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Meredith J. Lee

Language and Rhetoric

