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History of English/Historical Linguistics 
 
Aiming to provide historical and theoretical backgrounds for the other three exams, 
especially for the Individual Topic, this exam will focus on the two sub-topics indicated 
by the title.  The Historical Linguistics segment explores the development of English 
from its “origins” as an Old West Germanic dialect through the present, but focuses 
particularly on the late-Old English to late-Middle English period.  This emphasis allows 
an exploration of English in contact with other languages, most particularly Old Norse 
and Old French (period developments in Latin will also be kept in mind as part of the 
frame of reference), as well as on its development as a vernacular with regional 
standardization and variation.  More purely theoretical issues will be taken up in the 
Historical Linguistics segment.  Questions of language change and its varying causes, 
including social factors, will be considered for themselves, and then in application to 
English at specific points in its history.  This sub-topic will also address theories 
concerning creolization and other inter-language phenomena. 
 
Histories of English: 
 
Bailey, Richard.  Images of English:  A Cultural History of the Language.  Ann Arbor:  
 U of Michigan Press,  1991. 
 
Baugh, Albert and Cable, Thomas.  A History of the English Language.  Englewood 
 Cliffs:  Prentice-Hall,  1978. 
 
Hogg, Richard M., ed.  The Cambridge History of the English Language.  Cambridge:
 Cambridge University Press,  1992. 
 
Lass, Roger.  The shape of English:  structure and history.  London:  J.M. Dent & Sons, 
 1987. 
 
Strang, Barbara.  A History of English.  London:  Methuen,  1970. 
 
Historical Linguistic Theory: 
 
Deacon, Terrence.  The Symbolic Species:  The Co-evolution of Language and the Brain.  
  
 New York:  W.W. Norton,  1998. 
 
Labov, William.  “The Social Motivation of a Sound Change.”  Word 19 (1963):  273-
309. 
-----.  “On the Use of the Present to Explain the Past.”  Readings in Historical 
 Phonology.  Eds. P. Baldi and R. Werth.  PA:  Pennsylvania State U,  1978.  275-
 312. 
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-----.  “Resolving the Neogrammarian Controversy.”  Language 57 (1981):  267-308. 
 
McMahon, April.  Understanding Language Change.  Cambridge:  Cambridge UP,  
1994. 
 
Milroy, James.  Linguistic Variation and Change.  Oxford:  Blackwell,  1992. 
 
Milroy, James and Lesley [sic?] Milroy.  “Linguistic change, social network and speaker 
 innovation.”  Journal of Linguistics 21 (1985):  339-84. 
Pinker, Steven.  The Language Instinct:  How the Mind Creates Language.  New York:  
 William Morrow & Co.,  1994. 
 
Samuels, M.L.  Linguistic Evolution, with special reference to English.  Cambridge: 
 Cambridge UP,  1972. 
 
Saussure, Ferdinand de.  Course in General Linguistics, ed Roy Harris.  London: 
 Duckworth,  1983. 
 
Weinreich, Uriel, William Labov, and Marvin Herzog.  “Empirical foundations for a 
 theory of language change.”  Directions in Historical Linguistics.  Eds. W. 
 Lehmann and Y. Malkiel.  Austin:  U of Texas P,  1968.  95-105. 
 
Standard English: 
 
Fisher, John H.  “Chancery and the Emergence of Standard Written English in the 
 Fifteenth Century.”  Speculum 52 (1977):  870-99. 
 
Jones, Richard F.  The Triumph of the English Language.  Stanford:  Stanford UP,  
 1953. 
 
Richardson, Malcolm.  “Henry V, the English Chancery, and Chancery English.” 
 Speculum 55 (1980):  726-50. 
 
ME grammar and dialectology: 
 
Danchev, Andrei.  “The Middle English creolization hypothesis revisited.”  Studies in 
 Middle English Linguistics.  Ed. Jack Fisiak.  Berlin, NY:  Mouton de Tryter,  
 1991. 
 
Gorlach, Manfred.  Middle English--A Creole?  Linguistics Across Historical and 
 Geographical Boundaries:  In Honor of Jacek Fisiak on the Occasion of His 
Fiftieth  Birthday, ed. Dieter Kastovsky and Aleksander Szwedek.  Berlin:  
Mouton de  Gruyter,  1986. 329-344. 
 
McIntosh, Angus, M.L. Samuels, Michael Benskin, et al.  Linguistic Atlas of Late 



 3

 Medieval English.  Aberdeen,  1987.  (Familiarity) (See sections (1:25-6, 1:64, 
1:114, 1:148, 1:115,  and Appendix 1 (1:29-32) for treatment of AW/KG material.) 
 
McIntosh, Angus, M.L. Samuels, and Margaret Laing, eds. Middle English Dialectology. 
 Aberdeen,  1989.  
 
Mustanoja, Tauno.  A Middle English Syntax.  Helsinki:  Societe Neophilologique,  1960.  
 (Familiarity) 
 
Samuels, M.L.  “Some Applications of Middle English Dialectology.”  English Studies 
44.  (1963):  81-94. 
 
Indo-European Scholarship: 
 
Books: 
 
Lehmann, Winfred P.  Theoretical Bases of Indo-European Linguistics.  London:   
 Routledge,  1993. 
 
Mallory, J.P. In Search of the Indo-Europeans:  Language, Archaeology, and Myth.  
 London:  Thames and Hudson, 1989. 
  
Articles: 
 
Anthony, David W.  “The Archaeology of Indo-European Origins.”  The Journal of 
Indo- European Studies 19 (1991):  193-222. 
 
Harman, Harald.  “Contact Linguistics, Archaeology and Ethnogenetics:  An 
 Interdisciplinary Approach to the Indo-European Homeland Problem.”  The 
Journal  of Indo-European Studies 22 (1994):  265-288. 
 
Jones, Alex I.  “Language and Archeology: Evaluating Competing Explanations of the 
 Origins of the Indo-European Languages.”  The Journal of Indo-European 
Studies  20 (1992):  31-44. 
 
Rosen, Hannah.  “Lat. Sacena, Heb. Sakkin and the Mediterranean Substrate.”   The 
 Journal of Indo-European Studies 22 (1994):  165-175. 
 
Germanics: 
 
Bosworth Toller Dictionary (Familiarity) 
 
Campbell, Alistair.  Old English grammar.  Oxford:  Clarendon Press,  1959. 
 
Fulk, Robert.  History of Old English Meter.  Philadelphia:  U of Pennsylvania Press, 
 1992. 
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Mitchell, Bruce.  Old English Syntax.  Oxford, NY 
 
Robinson, Orrin W.  Old English and Its Closest Relatives:  A Survey of the Earliest 
 Germanic Languages.  Stanford:  Stanford UP,  1992. 
 
Stevick, Robert.  A Firstbook of Old English.  Tokyo:  Kenkyusha,  1992. 
 
Toon, Thomas.  The Politics of Old English Sound Change.  NY:  Academic Press,  
1983. 
 
 
 
Latin: 
 
Lewis and Short.  A Latin Dictionary (Familiarity) 
 
A Medieval Latin Dictionary (Get name of best reference work.  Familiarity.) 
 
Mantello, F.A.C. and Rigg, A.G., eds.  Medieval Latin:  An Introduction and 
 Bibliographical Guide.  Washington, D.C.:  Catholic University of America 
Press, 
 1996.  (Familiarity:  relevant sections on orthography, morphology, syntax, word 
 formation, lexicography, metrics, composition varieties, and relationship to 
 vernacular languages. 
 
Sidwell, Keith, ed.  Reading Medieval Latin.  Cambridge:  Cambridge UP,  1995. 
 ( Familiarity.  Section introductions.  Section on Anglo-Latin.) 
 
 
Questions of Medieval Literacy/English and a Vernacular: 
 
Clanchy, M.T.  From Memory to Written Record.  England 1066-1307.  Second ed. 
 Oxford:  Blackwell,  1994. 
 
Machan, T.W.  Textual Criticism and Middle English Texts. 
 
Ong, Walter,  Orality and Literacy.  London, NY:  Methuen,  1982. 
 
Stock, B.  The Implications of Literacy.  Princeton:  Princeton UP,  1983. 
 
Wogan-Browne, Jocelyn, Watson, Nicholas, Taylor, Andrew, and Evans, Ruth, eds. 
 The Idea of the Vernacular:  An Anthology of Middle English Literary Theory, 
 1280-1520.  University Park:  U of Pennsylvania Press,  1999. (Introduction and 
 essays in the second half.) 
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