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Written Communication
Written Communication publishes theory and research in writing from a variety of fields, including English, linguistics, psychology, anthropology, and rhetoric. The range of topics written about in this journal is far-reaching, as indicated in this statement of purpose which appears in each issue:

Among topics of interest are the nature of writing ability; the assessment of writing; the impact of technology on writing (and of writing on technology); social and political consequences of writing and writing instruction; nonacademic writing; literacy (including workplace and emergent literacy and the effects of classroom processes on literacy development); social construction of knowledge; cognition and composing; the structure of written text and written communication; relationships among gender, race, class, and writing; and connections among writing, reading, speaking, and listening. Also of interest are review essays and reviews of research on topics important to writing researchers. No worthy topic in writing is beyond the scope of the journal.

A review of the articles published attests to the eclectic nature of the journal. These are among the statements of purpose for articles published in 2001:

This article details study results comparing e-mail and synchronous conferencing as vehicles for online peer response. The study draws on Clark and Brennan’s theory of communicative “grounding,” which predicts that participants use different techniques for achieving mutual knowledge depending on the type of media being used.

This study examines how an anti-nuclear test activist group in the Cold War period, to foster public opposition to government policy, asserted an alternative understanding of information against centralized governmental definitions of information.

Based on an analysis of 240 published research articles from eight disciplines and insider informant interviews, the author examines the dialogic nature of persuasion in research writing. . . .

[The authors] investigated the production and reception of a corpus of documentary exchanges in which condominium owners voiced their opposition to renovations proposed by their board of directors. 

Recent articles describe studies about joint authorship in work settings, bias in public education documents, and Aristotle’s Rhetoric. Other articles analyze ethnic and gender differences in classroom conversational styles, discuss the value of holistic scoring in predicting student writing performance, and evaluate the progress of a single ESL student-writer. Most articles describe studies done in the U.S., but Written Communication is an international journal (the full title is Written Communication: An International Quarterly of Research, Theory, and Application), and, in fact, two issues in 2002 were devoted to Norwegian research on writing. 

Written Communication is published each January, April, July, and October. The journal is supported in part by the University of Wisconsin and Kent State University. The four editors are from either the University of Wisconsin or Kent State, but the editorial board includes representatives from more than 30 American universities, as well as from a handful of Western European universities. 

According to the editors, articles in Written Communication represent a “wide range of methodologies, but the methodology of each study must be handled expertly.” Among the diverse methodologies represented are rhetorical criticism, ethnography, and surveys. A typical article might describe cluster analysis, distribution analysis, standard deviations, statistical correlations, or random sampling. Articles usually include tables, graphs, pie charts, or other visual representation of research findings. Most articles are followed by appendixes with questionnaires, conversation or interview transcripts, text excerpts, or other raw data.  All articles end with an APA-style bibliography.

The tone of articles is scholarly and “scientific.” Articles are typically at least 25 pages long (only 3-5 articles appear in each issue), and reading is often dense. Typically authors refer to previous research, as Richard H. Haswell does in this excerpt from his article “Documenting Improvement in College Writing: A Longitudinal Approach” (from the July 2000 issue, pp. 307-352):

In the past, a major difficulty has been in finding ways to appraise student writing that are feasible, replicable, and meaningful. Analysis applying a large battery of measures, in the spirit of exploration, often ended up with results that were difficult to interpret because of undefined multicollinearity (Freedman & Pringle, 1980; Gebhard, 1978; Haswell, 1986; Kitzhaber, 1963).

Many articles, like Haswell’s, cite and then build on the contributions of earlier studies.

Each article is preceded by a one-paragraph abstract. Due to their length, all articles have subheadings. There is no consistency among the section titles used, but typical headings include:

Literature Review

Methods

Research Design 

Discussion

Results or Conclusions

Implications

Directions for Further Research

As already noted, topics discussed in Written Communication are diverse, but many volumes include at least one article about the writing produced by college students.  Haswell’s article, alluded to earlier, is typical in its tone, length, design, and content. In his 45-page article, Haswell discusses his study, which tracks longitudinal change in student writing. He first reviews the limitations of previous research—in this case earlier studies that have attempted to document the way student writing performance changes during college. He then describes his study: a random sample of essays written by students when they entered college as freshmen and when they were juniors. As explained in the abstract preceding the article, “Nine measures were selected as good representatives of nine factors—factors of independent and bound ideas, idea elaboration and substantiation, local cohesion, establishment of logical boundaries, free modification, fluency, and vocabulary.” Throughout the article, tables present the statistical analysis of the various factors studied in the student essays. After a lengthy and detailed analysis of data, Haswell discusses directions for further research. Following the article are appendixes detailing the variables studied and providing the writing prompt given to the freshmen and juniors who participated in the study. The bibliography lists more than 80 sources cited.

Most articles are written by professors from American universities, many from English departments, but authors also include professors from education, psychology, linguistics, and communication departments. Graduate students and doctoral candidates are well represented. In fact, one issue in 2002 features only articles by graduate students. Many of the articles written by graduate students are excerpts from dissertations.

Essays submitted for publication go through a rigorous review by editorial reviewers who expect the methodology of studies to be sound and to be explained in detail. Essays should generally be under 9000 words and be work not previously published. Essays should be documented according to APA guidelines for publication. A double-sided hard copy of the manuscript should be submitted, along with a disk copy. Or the essay can be submitted as an e-mail attachment.  Along with the essay (double-spaced), authors should submit:

· A 100-150 word abstract

· A title page with the title of the essay and the name of each author and his or her institutional affiliation, address, phone number, fax number, and e-mail address

· A three or four sentence biographical statement for each author 

· Postage stamps to cover two first-class mailings of the manuscript

Prospective authors can consult the Editor’s Comments in Volume ll, Number 1 (January 1994) for further submission guidelines.

In short, Written Communication has something for anyone interested in theory and research in writing. Any topic in the field of writing and any type of methodology is deemed appropriate as long as the author demonstrates high standards of scholarly research.  Perhaps the greatest obstacle to getting published in this journal is that only 14-16 articles are published each year. Nevertheless, Written Communication is worth considering as a site for publishing dissertation excerpts or graduate-level papers and is most definitely worth consulting when doing graduate-level research about writing.

