3

Teagan Decker

TEXT

Mission and Editorial Board

TEXT, published by de Gruyter GmbH & Co., prepares a quarterly journal of international and interdisciplinary articles that address discourse in both academic and “real-world” applications. The articles address both humanistic and scientific fields such as language, sociology, philosophy, education, physical sciences, economics, and political science. Founded in 1982, TEXT remains a stalwart of discourse analysis. The journal establishes a hierarchy of article preference, as it privileges those which transcend specific fields and unites multiple disciplines in a consistent theoretical and methodological submission. The focus affords both a critical discourse analysis approach while maintaining strong sociological implications. According to the mission statement:

“TEXT was founded as an international and truly interdisciplinary forum for the publication of papers on discourse (texts, conversations, messages, communicative events, etc.). An editorial board of advisors, composed of leading specialists in respective subdomains or disciplines of discourse assist the Editor.

TEXT aims to promote the development of the new cross-discipline of discourse studies and to establish practical research contacts among scholars from different disciplines. Preference will be given to genuinely interdisciplinary topics and problems. Papers should be of general interest and not be limited to phenomena which are only relevant to a specific discipline. Special stress will be given to interdisciplinary theory formation and the development of methods of analysis. Descriptions of discourse genres or of specific properties of discourse methodological requirements. 

As its statement reveals, the journal strives for a progressive considerations of language vice the limitations of specific disciplinary jargon while providing a pragmatic element through the applicable methodological procedures. The journal can be accessed online at http://www.degruyter.de/journals/eform.html, but the viewer must complete a form application for approval, even if already associated with an institution that subscribes. 

Its editorial board suggests its cross-disciplinary and international commitment. The Editor is Srikant Sarangi, a Ph.D. at the Centre for Language and Communication Research at Cardiff University in Wales, United Kingdom. According to his website, his own research interests include: Discourse analysis and applied linguistics; language and identity in public life; institutional and professional discourse (e.g., bureaucracy, health, social welfare, education etc.); genetic counselling and general practice; intercultural pragmatics; racism and ethnicity in multicultural societies. The editorial assistant is Kristina Bennert, and the specialist board includes Malcolm Coulthard (Birmingham, UK), Gunther Kress (London, UK), Geoffrey Leech (Lancaster, UK), and Wendy Leeds-Hurwitz (Kenosha, WI, US). Its honorary board includes Wallace Chafe (Santa Barbara, CA, USA), Aaron B. Cicourel (San Diego, CA, USA), John Gumperz (Santa Barbara, CA, USA), M.A. K. Halliday (Sydney, Australia), Dell H. Hymes (Charlottesville, VA, USA), Bohumil Palek (Prague, Czech Republic) and Janos Petofi (Macarata, Italy). 

Submission Process

The articles submitted to TEXT are submitted to the Editor and peer-reviewed. According to the style guidelines, TEXT aims are as follows:


to challenge through critique and debate the tenets of discourse research across disciplinary boundaries, both in terms of theoretical output and practical outcomes. 

to encourage dissemination of scholarly work in under-represented domains (e.g. communication science, artificial intelligence, forensic linguistics, rhetoric and composition, stylistics, narratives, institutional ethnography, sociology of science). 

to remain independent of any individual or group ideology, while encouraging in equal measure the use of discourse to challenge discourse orthodoxy. 

to maintain a revitalized specialist board and an expanded advisory board consisting of well-known discourse scholars. 

to review from time to time via position papers and state-of-the-art articles the major theoretical and analytic developments in text and discourse studies. 

Contributions to TEXT are encouraged, and potential authors can currently expect to see their articles in print within a relatively short period following review.

Submissions can be sent to
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Article Characteristics

As TEXT is inter-disciplinary, the articles contain multiple research approaches, both quantitative and qualitative research representations. Several of the articles used empirical data to corroborate the analysis. There seems to be a strong movement toward language and identity, narrative, dialogic writing, theoretical methodology and disciplinary interaction. However, since the journal purposely endeavors to publish unconventional and “avant” articles, there seems to be little interaction between the articles in non-special issues. Volume 22-3 focused on the “Discourses of Un/employment” and was edited by Ruth Wodak and Gilbert Weiss, which employed a more consistent  agenda, however those articles too crossed traditional discourse boundaries. To my mind, the best classification of the articles is they are looking for “cool” or “interesting” topics that are otherwise not addressed in more traditional discourse journals. 

Sample Articles

Given that TEXT does not have a specific collection of articles, the following articles have appeared over the past year: Boys gossip telling: Staging identities and indexing (unacceptable) masculine behavior by Ann-Carita Evaldsson; What do they mean? Questions in academic writing by Ken Hyland; Dialogue-internal and external features representing mental imagery of speaker attitudes by Tomoko I. Sakita; Prediction and propogation: A method for analyzing evaluative meaning in technology policy by Phillip Graham; The Voice of History: Theorizing the interpersonal semantics of historical discourse by Caroline Coffin.

Of these articles, the Hyland piece most closely embodied what I considered to be a “standard” TEXT article. It addressed which way discourses appear over multiple disciplines and how those questions are taught. The article incorporated sociology, philosophy and marketing research articles to see where claims, argument, and evidence reside, what is appropriate to each field and the differences between the discourses, even when considering similar problems. 

The article offered empirical data, such as the functional distribution of questions by genre found in textbook, articles and reports. The study analyzed if the texts created interest, framed purpose, organized the text, established a niche, expressed an evaluation, supported claims and suggested research. Furthermore, the questioned how engaged the readers were of the text. The article suggests that questions within academic texts do not serve the intended purpose of the author, as far as one can infer, that the questions lead to some type of critical thinking on the part of the student. Instead, the questions redirect and cause further confusion within the text, causing indifference and  suspect on the part of the reader. 

