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Description of the journal
Mission statement for TESOL

TESOL is an international professional organization for those concerned with the teaching of English as a second or foreign language and of standard English as a second dialect. TESOL’s mission is to develop the expertise of its members and others involved in teaching English to speakers of other languages to help them foster effective communication in diverse settings while respecting individuals’ language rights.
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Editorial Policies

TESOL Journal is a refereed publication of teaching and classroom research. Authors  submit previously unpublished articles which discuss teaching English as a second, foreign, or additional language to learners of all ages in any setting. 

Submission Requirements

Perspectives: A perspective submission should present views on ESOL-related sociopolitical and professional concerns around the world. The manuscript should present a cogent argument for views with limited number of references. Perspectives should not exceed 800-1,000 words, though the editor reserves the right to adjust the length as warranted. 


Feature Articles: A Feature Article should be no more than 2,000-4,500 words (including references and sidebars). To facilitate the blind review process, submit three hard copies of the article, with all references to your identity deleted. Please put name, affiliation, telephone and fax numbers, mailing and e-mail addresses on a cover sheet. 

Tips From the Classroom: Tips From the Classroom briefly recount successful ESOL techniques, activities, or methods in such a way that they could be adapted by teachers in diverse programs or teaching situations. Submissions should not be recounted in the manner of a diary but rather as a set of guidelines for successful implementation. Tips might include the following information: appropriate levels, objectives, approximate preparation and class time required, necessary materials, implementation procedure, and any caveats or alternatives to the recommended procedure. Submissions should be no longer than 300-800 words. 


Readers Respond: Readers Respond offers a forum to comment on or react to any article, perspective, or tip from previous issues. Submissions should not exceed 500 words. 


Reviews: Reviews should evaluate recently published ESOL classroom materials such as textbooks, curriculum guides, computer programs, or videos. Reviews should be no longer than 500-750 words. 

Heard On the Web: Heard On the Web encourages contributions from TESOL Journal readers who regularly monitor or participate in electronic discussion lists in any field related to teaching ESOL. To submit, readers may (a) monitor their own professional discussion list and send in a question together with a summary of the exchange on the topic; (b) respond to a question printed in a previous issue of TJ; or (c) go to the Web site listed at the end of a particular contribution, join the online discussion, and report on the experience. Submissions should not exceed 500 words.

Special-Topic Issues: The autumn issue of each volume is devoted to a special topic. Topics are approved by the TESOL Journal Editorial Advisory Board 2 1/2 years prior to publication. Those wishing to suggest topics or make known their availability as a guest editor should contact the editor of TESOL Journal. Special-topic issues will generally contain commissioned articles as well as those solicited through a call for papers.

Analysis

Typical Topics include ESL methodology, curriculum materials and design, teacher development, literacy, bilingual education, discourse analysis, classroom issues and research.

Typical Style of the journal uses a reader-friendly writing style and it asks authors to make the content of articles accessible to classroom teachers. Contributors can write within a broad theoretical framework or within theoretical principles but the articles must retain a practical focus. 
Structure (patterns) of articles

Perspectives are concise presentations of views on sociopolitical and professional concerns. ,Feature Articles are the longest and usually present research done in the field. The three or four articles follow standard research format, while Tips From the Classroom are short and limited to practical solutions for ESL professionals. Readers Respond is a forum for several readers per issue to respond to anything in the journal. The editors provide an opportunity for the original author to respond. Reviews which evaluates recent classroom materials and Heard on the Web, a section of the journal that is directed towards ESL and the web are more informal. 

NOTE: Although there are numerous articles from discourse analysis, there is no noticeable discourse analysis method.

Discussion of a typical article about discourse analysis

Numerous articles from discourse analysis appear in the journal. Topics might include dialectology, rhetorical styles, social issues, and critical issues, among others.

The TESOL Quarterly, Vol. 34, No. 1 (Spring 2000) has an article entitled “Negotiating the Social Services Oral Intake Interview: Communicative Needs of Nonnative Speakers of English” in which Elaine Tarone and Kimberly Kuehn examine the genre of discourse occurring in the social services in which three non-native English speakers, whose English was poor, applied for social services. The authors examine the prototypical structure of the genre of the social services intake interview in which such phrases as go retroactive, retro medical coverage, monthly household report form, SSI, RSDI and slang such as hunky-dory are routinely spoken by the case workers and which are not understood by the non-native speaker. The authors make a recommendation that ESL instructors prepare their students for this type of discourse.

Evaluative statement

In a way, all of ESL is discourse analysis because ESL professionals are in pursuit of analyzing and devising methods to make English accessible to non-native English speakers.  Discourse analysts such as Alastair Pennycook, Lisa Delpit and Bonny Norton have made rich contributions to the publication.

In general the TESOL Quarterly is the bible for people in the field of ESL. All new theories and trends are reported in the journal and one can keep informed of the current ideas in the field by reading the TESOL Quarterly. 

