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Areas of Interest


The Journal of Second Language Writing is a quarterly publication focused on foreign language writing and writing instruction. Areas of interest include attitudes of L2 writers, their composing processes, features of their texts, readers’ responses to L2 writing, assessment/evaluation of L2 writing, contexts of writing (such as cultural, social, political, or institutional), or any other topic relevant to foreign language writing and writing instruction. 

Editorial Board


The Editorial Board is comprised of 29 members, most of who are affiliated with American Universities, nine of whom are affiliated with international Universities (including universities in Singapore, Japan, Spain, England, Canada, and Australia) and one member is affiliated with Second Language Testing, Inc. 

Submission Requirements


The submission requirements are: 

· The manuscript should be between 15 and 30 pages in length, typed, double-spaced on one side of standard size paper. It should include a 200 word abstract and a 50 to 100 word bio statement. 

· The author should submit four copies of the manuscript, with all identifying information removed from the body of the paper. A cover letter should accompany the submission, which includes the author’s name, affiliation, and contact information. 

· Submissions must follow APA guidelines for reference and citation. 

· Any tables and/or figures should be understandable, independent of the text, and camera ready. 

· Notes should be used sparingly and numbered consecutively. 

· Any letters of permission to reproduce illustrations, tables, or lengthy quotes passages are the author’s responsibility and should be submitted with the manuscript. 

Typical Topics

The six journal samples I reviewed, from 2001 – 2002, contained such topics 

as Voice as Self-representation in L2 Writing; The Multiple Voices and Identities of Mature Multilingual Writers; Error Feedback in L2 Writing Classes; Using Portfolios to Assess the Writing of ESL Students; Early Second Language Writing, and The role of writing in classroom second language acquisition. The topics include L2 writing at both the K-12 levels, as well as university levels. 

Topics pertaining to Discourse Analysis


In the six-journal sample, I saw several article titles which struck me as being specifically related to discourse analysis (probably because they all include the word “discourse” in the title). These were: Voice in Japanese Written Discourse: Implications for Second Language Writing; Student/teacher interaction via email: the social context of Internet discourse; and A modern history of written discourse analysis.  Of the three possibilities, the one I feel is most representative of the journal as a whole is the Internet discourse article. 

Representative sample article

Bloch, J. (2002) Student/teacher interaction via email: the social context of 

Internet discourse. Journal of Second Language Writing, 11:2  117-134


In this article, Bloch examines the discourse created between students and teacher via email. His thesis is that email is used to “create and sustain relationships”. Of the 120 emails the author received, he divided them into four categories: phatic communication, asking for help, making excuses, and making formal requests. The paper goes on to examine the rhetorical strategies the writers used depending on their purpose. Specifically, the author examined the level of formality/informality in the emails, depending on their purpose. 


The article begins with the abstract, giving an overview of the article. The introduction presents the author’s question: How does email communication affect L2 writing? There is evidence that communicating via email allows certain students to express themselves in ways that would not be possible in face-to-face interactions. For example, the pressure to speak fluently is not an issue with email and accent is no longer an obstacle. Even though there is not much evidence indicating that email promoted fluency, email did allow for authentic language use with native speakers or other speakers of the target language, thus making it a valuable tool. The focus of this article was the relationship between students and teacher. 


The author then examines the nature of email interactions, in a general sense, to give context to his study. In the next section, he focuses on email in student/teacher interactions. The next section, Methodology, explains how the author set up his research. The author received 120 emails from his students throughout one quarter. Rather than trying to test a particular hypothesis, the author chose a qualitative approach in categorizing and analyzing the messages. In the Data analysis section, the author examined each of the four categories of the messages with examples of the actual messages he received. Finally, the author concludes that the role of email in interactions between students and teacher is worth further study, since the results have indicated that students perceive that email is not just about language, but also about negotiating identities in a way that is not done within the classroom setting. 

Evaluation

This journal is an excellent publication opportunity for anyone interested in the field of foreign language writing and/or writing instruction. Looking through the various journals, it seems that most of the research published is qualitative in nature. 

The most recent issue I had available (Number 4, 2002) had an introduction written by the guest editors, in which they hoped to encourage more research (and subsequent publication) on early L2 writing. Statistics show that current research published in the Journal of Second Language Writing is focused on post-secondary education (college/university level). Very little research has been done on L2 writing in secondary schools and none has dealt with emergent L2 writing. 


As we have established in class, discourse analysis is not necessarily a discipline in and of itself, but rather a tool for answering many types of questions across disciplines. A discourse analysis on secondary or emergent L2 writing would certainly be a topic for consideration for this particular journal. 

