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The Journal of Language, Identity, and Education is a new journal, published by Erlbaum, whose first number came out in January of this year.  Because the journal is new, there is obviously not a large sample of articles from which to draw specific conclusions about the range of acceptable topics.  Nevertheless, the first issue does provide some clear pointers to the journal’s audience, its aims, and its relevance.  In their introduction, editors Thomas Ricento and Terrence Wiley emphasize the journal’s interdisciplinary focus:  “Many excellent discipline-based journals address aspects of language, identity, and education.  This new journal brings together research and critical studies that focus on the intersection of all three” (1).  They are also careful to note that this focus implies a diverse range of methodological perspectives:  “The journal will entertain a variety of disciplines, theoretical perspectives and research approaches, and academic fields and subspecialties... It will also include critical studies on the implications of monoculturalist approaches to education and their consequences for minorities and diverse societies” (4).  The key word “critical” is repeated several times in Ricento and Wiley’s introduction as well as in the submission guidelines—implying that articles submitted to this journal might use diverse means to accomplish similar purposes, oriented especially towards critical analyses of the needs of diverse students.

Editorial Board and Submission Policies
JLIE’s editorial board consists largely of scholars in applied linguistics, sociolinguistics, and education, many of them associated with second language learning and composition.  This includes Dwight Atkinson, Sarah Benesch, Suresh Canagarajah, Bonny Norton, and John Rickford.  A substantial number as well represent critical approaches to language study, whether focused on second language learning or otherwise, including James Paul Gee, Alastair Pennycook, Robert Phillipson, Tove Skutnabb-Kangas, James Tollefson, and Ruth Wodak.  The editors themselves (Ricento and Wiley) have both published articles on topics related to language policy, literacy, and pedagogy.  Upcoming special topic issues are to be titled “Celebrating Local Knowledge on Language and Education” (guest edited by Suresh Canagarajah ), and “Imagined Communities and Educational Possibilities” (guest edited by Yasuko Kanno and Bonny Norton).

Reflecting the interdisciplinary focus noted above, submission guidelines are fairly explicit about the critical aims of the journal, but not so about methodological constraints (compared, for example, to journals such as TESOL Quarterly).  “JLIE seeks cutting edge interdisciplinary research from around the world, reflecting diverse theoretical and methodological frameworks and topical areas”—this is about the limit of the journal’s policies on data collection and reporting.  Following are some suggested topics:

· Educational policies and approaches that explicitly address various dimensions of diversity;

· The formation and consequences of identities in educational and other social contexts;

· Language policies and linguistic rights in educational contexts;

· Critical studies of literacy policies, national literacy and biliteracy demographics, the socioeconomic and political significance of literacy, and societal expectations regarding literacy; 

· Critical and comparative analyses of official and legal frameworks for educational policies and practices in diverse settings;

· Critical studies of school and community attitudes and expectations  about schooling;

· The role of ideologies in educational language language and cultural policies

Manuscripts are expected to follow APA guidelines, and must be accompanied by an abstract of 150 words or less, a list of up to 6 key words, and a word count.

Articles with a Discourse Analytic Focus

Of the three articles in the first issue, two are explicitly DA in orientation.  Belz (2002), for example, analyzes data from learners of German as a second language, including written responses to an assignment prompt, journal entries, oral interviews and classroom discourse, paying particular attention to examples of “language play” as a representation of multilingual competence.  She begins by outlining a theoretical framework that draws primarily on the work of applied linguists who have focused on language play (Guy Cook, Elaine Tarone), identity and second language learning (Claire Kramsch, Bonny Norton Pierce), and multicompetence (Vivian Cook).  Along the way, there are also references to Anzaldua, Bakhtin, and Kristeva.  Belz’s analysis includes copious examples of two types of hybridized language play:  morphological and syntactic.  She concludes by suggesting that such form-based play with a target language represents the language learner’s understanding of an emerging multicompetent state of mind.

Blackledge’s (2002) article on the discursive construction of national identity in England, is more directly critical in the manner of Fairclough and other exponents of Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA).  Drawing on Bourdieu’s concepts of habitus and field, Blackledge develops a theoretical approach to language and national identity in multilingual contexts which centers on the contention that “very often, democratic, multilingual societies that apparently tolerate or promote heterogeneity in fact undervalue or appear to ignore the linguistic diversity of their populace” (69).  He then sets out an analytical method by dissecting a newspaper article which describes a controversy over the use of Punjabi signposts in a multiethnic neighborhood of Birmingham.  His method here is very similar to Huckin’s (2002) in that he focuses on syntactic relationships within the text.  He also takes into account semantic relationships, using the thesaurus to define the range of senses of particular lexical items.  He concludes that the imagining of a national identity through discourse is closely tied to notions of a dominant language, and that when multilingualism and multiethnicity challenge this construction, discursive processes come into play which reassert structures of linguistic domination.

An important similarity between these two articles is their express concern with theory. In addition to a more conventional literature review, both authors devote considerable space to the exposition of a theoretical position which informs the subsequent analysis. Other articles in the first two issues (for example, Hall 2002; Reagan 2002; Starfield 2002), while not necessarily DA in orientation, make use of theorists such as Foucault and Halliday.  This suggests that one of the primary expectations of a submission to JLIE is that it stake out a theoretical territory in which to ground discussion or analysis.  Thus, the journal would be a particularly good forum for critical/theoretical revisions of empirical studies of language learning and pedagogy.  It would also be a good place to debate the applicability, efficacy, and bias of various methodologies with respect to the research questions they propose to address.
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