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Description

This British journal, composed of an international editorial board, focuses on the field of communication.  This proves to be very broad and articles represent a wide range of topics within the field.  Most articles are directly related to the study of linguistics, some are related directly and indirectly to discourse analysis, and others are heavily influenced by anthropology, psychology, philosophy, and the social sciences.  In short, this journal is not committed to any one discipline; one can find articles relating to almost any aspect of communication.  

Editors:

Roy Harris, M.A., D.Phil., Ph.D., c/o Elsevier Science Ltd, The Boulevard, Langford Lane, Kidlington, Oxford OX5 1GB, UK and

Talbot  Taylor, Louise G.T. Cooley Professor of English and Linguistics, College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, VA 23185-8795, USA.  E-mail: txtayl@mail.wm.edu
Editorial Board:

An international group of scholars, many from the United Kingdom.  Also, South Africa, France, Australia, Hong Kong, Italy and Canada are all represented.  Universities in the United States include New School in N.Y.C., Carnegie-Mellon, UCSB, College of William and Mary, Georgetown, Georgia State, and the University of Washington (F.J. Newmeyer).

Submission information: 

This journal publishes articles from researchers in all fields relevant to the study of verbal and non-verbal communication.  Emphasis is placed on current research that establishes common theoretical frameworks within which the various areas of study within the field of communication may be interrelated.  

If interested in submitting articles, first contact the Author Service Department, telephone +44-1865-843900; fax +44-1865-843905; email: authors@elsevier.co.uk.  You can also track accepted articles the OASIS system on the Internet.  For information, go to 

http://www.elsevier.nl/oasis and key in the author’s name and the Elsevier reference number.

Philosophy:  

Listed under the heading “Aims and Scope”, this journal strives to provide a forum for the discussion of topics and issues in the field of communication which are of interdisciplinary significance.  Articles draw on integration of various forms of study within communication and from the following fields:  anthropology, the arts, artificial intelligence, education, ethology, linguistics, philosophy, physiology, psychology, and the social sciences.    Ultimately, it is this journal’s focus to explore “the many ways in which language is integrated with other forms of communicational activity and interactional behavior [and] is intended to explore ways of developing a science of communication which is not restricted by existing disciplinary boundaries.”

Analysis

Typical Topics: 

I examined 9 issues of the journal and found that certain topic patterns emerge.  In the interdisciplinary focus the journal strives to take (and for the most part does), articles do indeed incorporate ideas from various fields but inevitably fall into different categories.  One name mentioned quite often across different categories is the language philosopher Wittgenstein who does some discourse analysis but also delves into esoteric subjects (esoteric to the layperson, of course) such as depth grammar and surface grammar.  Other common topics: bilingualism and SLA, exploring codeswitching, interlanguage, and sociolinguistics; evolution of human language, origins and adaptation; psychology, implications of errors in verbal/nonverbal communication; anthropology, history of philosophical language, language and environment; reading comprehension, readability and text comprehension.  Elements of discourse analysis are present with these topics to a degree.

Typical Discourse Analysis:

Though discourse studies per se don’t factor in as a major discipline in this journal, elements of discourse analysis are evident in curious and interesting ways.  One article examines the vocal channel of the human voice beneath 0.5 kHz and its nonverbal transmission of information when negotiating social status (21, 2001: 37-60).   Another article examines Wittgenstein’s conversation analysis of dead metaphors, utterances that may be grammatically inadequate but the shortcomings of which go unnoticed because continuous use has made them acceptable metaphors.  Other concepts relate to discourse studies.  One that is revisited in many of the articles is the notion of intentionality, which is defined as the “directedness of the mind towards a content or object” (21, 2001: 105).  Intentionality is used in the attempt to explain how language shapes beliefs about the world and the degree of truth in these beliefs.  This concept is interdisciplinary in that it has elements of language philosophy and discourse analysis.

Typical Style/Structure:

Each issue of Language and Communication typically has 5-7 articles 10-30 pages long.  Often the email address of the author(s) is listed for each article.  One nice feature is a listing on the title page of key terminology used in the article that gives readers an idea of the overlapping disciplines within the field of communication represented in the article.     Some issues contain editorials and book reviews in place of articles.  I also came across entire issues devoted to a single theme (i.e. Language and Thought: Philosophical Perspectives and Context of Social Action).

Example: 

One notion within the scope of discourse studies that I observed in more than one situation is the concept of speech acts.  Take for example “Speech Acts in Context” by Marina Sbisa (22, 2002: 421-436).  This article is the most explicit in terms of the discourse analysis presented in Johnstone.  It discusses speech act theory from the point of view of scholar J.L. Austin in his book How to Do Things with Words.  Key ideas are speech acts and relation to context, essentially how speech acts work to change context in social interaction.  Austin’s theory seems to be revolutionary in nature.  The author of the article argues in favor Austin and calls for the “reorientation of speech act theory” toward Austin’s idea of context-related social dynamics.  Yet, even this article, complicit as it is with one of the key ideas in discourse analysis, retains the interdisciplinary nature of the journal.  The author explores speech acts in the wider arena of language philosophy, and the relationship of speech acts with context (studies of context were first introduced in the field of language philosophy) is one of the major themes of the article.

Evaluation

If you are looking for a resource that overlaps various concepts from different fields within communication and linguistics, this journal is for you.  One reason for exploring Language and Communication would be to see how general concepts of discourse analysis introduced in Johnstone is applied in the “real world” of academia.  With the exception of a few, some notion of discourse studies can be observed in the articles in this journal.  However, if you are looking for actual discourse analysis, examination of texts, etc. it is better to look for a journal more focused on discourse studies.  Overall, this journal is a good supplement to other journals and materials within the field of discourse analysis.

One last note: Look for this journal, even the most recent issues, in Suzzallo stacks as it is not on the shelf in periodicals: P 87. L43

