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Discourse and Society is an international journal for the study of discourse and communication in their social, political and cultural contexts.  According to its mission statement, the journal “...explores the relevance of discourse analysis to the social sciences. It stimulates a problem-oriented and critical approach and pays particular attention to the political implications of discourse and communication.”  The journal is highly ranked by Journal Citation Reports: number 1 out of 43 journals in communication, number 5 out of the top 96 journals in Sociology, and number 14 out of the top 105 journals in Psychology.  Discourse and Society is a multidisciplinary journal that publishes “outstanding research at the boundaries of discourse analysis and the social sciences. Reaching beyond the linguistic or text and or talk oriented approaches of much discourse analysis, it focuses on the discursive dimensions of social and political issues and problems.” This multidisciplinary quality makes the journal appealing to scholars in diverse disciplines interested in situated text and talk.  However, the articles almost always reach beyond situated text and talk by connecting those micro-contexts of discourse to the macro-contexts of social, political and cultural structures.  Special attention is usually paid to the political implications of discourse.  Discourse and Society is published bi-monthly and accepts book reviews as well as articles.  

The multidisciplinary breadth of the journal is ensured by the editorial board.  The editorial board is composed of diverse scholars from various countries and disciplines including sociology, communication, linguistics, modern languages, anthropology and psychology. The diversity of the editorial board is meant to encourage a variety of topics, approaches, and cultural backgrounds in the journal.  Notable board members include Noam Chomsky, Michael Halliday, Tove Skutnabb-Kangas and Robin Lakoff.  The editor is Teun Van Dijk of the Universitat Pompeu Fabra in Barcelona, Spain.

Discourse and Society expects contributors to provide a systematic and theoretically based analysis of text and talk.  Analytic methods often used by contributors to the journal are narrative, linguistic, rhetorical, conversational or critical.  However, research consisting wholly of theory is not encouraged.  Research must also include social or political analyses. 

Typical article topics include: the reproduction of sexism and racism through discourse, legitimation of power, the role of politics, education and the media, the discursive reproduction of dominance and inequality, group relations and conflicts, imbalances in international and inter-cultural communication, the role of the state and state institutions, and the processes of societal, cultural and ideological reproduction.  These topics explore the relation of discourse analysis to the social sciences and the political implications of discourse and communication. 

The style of articles is largely determined by the readership of Discourse and Society.  Because the readership is diverse and ranges across disciplines (including students), the articles are presented in a clear and pedagogic style.  Articles avoid esoteric language and include explanation of unfamiliar or technical concepts in order to be accessible to readers at a variety of levels.  Articles contain clear and concise headings and sub-headings.  

Articles selected for publication are usually based on a large corpus of texts or talk that is collected by the author(s) themselves.  Articles are selected that reflect diversity in their authorship, theories, methods, data and the use of scholarly literature.  Each article should include a critical review of relevant literature as a foundation for empirical research.  Both theory and analysis should make an original contribution to the field. The recommended length of articles is 7000 words, including footnotes and references.  An abstract of 150 words as well as a short autobiography of the author must be submitted with the article.  Only papers in English are published. Authors are responsible for obtaining copyright permission for reproducing any illustrations, tables, figures or lengthy quotations previously published elsewhere.  Papers must be sent with a personalized letter to the editor.

One article I found particularly interesting and representative of the kind of articles Discourse and Society publishes is titled “We beat ‘em: nationalism and hegemony of homogeneity in the British press reportage of Germany versus England during Euro 2000.”  The article was written by H. Bishop and A. Jaworski and appeared in the May 2003 issue of Discourse and Society.  The article used linguistic, rhetorical and critical analytic methods to analyze British press coverage of a soccer game between England and Germany.  The article found that the press constructed the nation as a collective to which the reader belongs.  Conversely, the citizens who created civic disturbances surrounding the game were constructed as “others.”  The article is based on analysis of texts and visual images produced by the press, but the social and political analysis of these texts is far-reaching.  The authors posit that the press acts as the gatekeeper of what is seen as normative for membership in the nation.  Even more far-reaching, the authors posit that the press reproduces and maintains hegemonic social relations.  What I find most representative about this article is that there is a clear move to connect the linguistic and rhetorical strategies observed in situated discourse to larger social and political issues.  

I appreciate Discourse and Society’s accessible and unpretentious style.  It is very interesting reading because of the disciplinary boundaries it crosses as well as because of the political and social connections to discourse it highlights.  One review that appeared in 1997 in The year’s work in critical and cultural theory stated that the journal "continually re-draws the boundaries of discourse analysis, both in relation to theoretical and conceptual issues, and its possible applications."   Because Discourse and Society works at the boundaries of the disciplines, it often redefines what the field of discourse analysis looks like.  I think it is an important journal for this reason.  I would recommend submitting an article to this journal if 1) it is far-reaching in connecting the situated discourse with social and political contexts and if 2) it would have interest for scholars in a variety of disciplines.  
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