MCTS: SQL Server 2008 Certification

Welcome to the MCTS: SQL Server 2008 certification training classes being held at the University of Washington for 24 sessions over 12 weeks beginning June 15th 2009. These sessions are intended to equip students with the knowledge required to successfully pass Microsoft Exam 70-432. 

Why is this database class being offered? Well, simply put, there is a huge need for professionals at all levels that are familiar with database technology in general and SQL Server specifically. Let’s face it, databases are ubiquitous; we interact with hundreds of databases through the course of a typical day: examples include exchanging email, texting, banking, reading online news, talking on the phone, shopping, online gaming or even listening to music on an iPod. It is no surprise then that most businesses are critically dependent upon their data and often see their very survival tied to how effectively they can quickly process customer and order data. The frontier of database management continues to be how company can gain a competitive advantage by leveraging the data they already possess. 

SQL Server is one of the leading enterprise-class database management systems (DBMS) in use by major corporations around the world. Hundreds of thousands of companies implement new databases on SQL Server each week. Being conversational on database theory (if not becoming certified as a SQL Server Technology Specialist) will greatly enhance the marketability of anyone regardless of the number of years of experience they possess or which job they pursue. 

This course intends to bring together students at the University of Washington with seasoned technology professionals who share the goal of improving their technical database skills. Hopefully this mix will result in expanded professional networks, increased awareness of technical programs at the University of Washington as well as improved employment opportunities for everyone.

Times And Location Of Lectures:

Mondays & Wednesdays 7:00 PM – 8:30 PM 
June 15 – September 2

Mary Gates Hall (MGH), Room 271

University of Washington

PARKING: I suggest parking in the central parking garage (entrance off of 15th Avenue NE) which will cost ~$8 at evening rates.  Mary Gate Hall (MGH) is south of the Central Parking Garage by only 200 feet (between Suzzallo Library and the famous Drumheller Fountain). For garage and MGH location, there is a map at the bottom of this document.

Login to View Lectures Remotely:
As mentioned previously, all lectures will be available either in-person or remotely via the web with Microsoft LiveMeeting. Invitations to join a LiveMeeting will be sent by the instructor for each session. Also, links to recorded sessions will be distributed after each lecture (please contact Greg at gthay@u.washington.edu if there are any issues).
Discussion Board:
There is a discussion board available to facilitate conversations between students regarding the lecture topics, suggested readings or any general questions. I encourage people to post any question they may have and to leverage the knowledge and experience of other people in the class to learn.
· https://catalysttools.washington.edu/gopost/board/gthay/11376/
Suggested Study Material: 

· MCTS SQL Server 2008 Self-Paced Training Kit (Exam 70-432)
· Comes with 180-day trial version of SQL Server 2008
· http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0735626057/ref=s9_simx_gw_s1_p14_i1?pf_rd_m=ATVPDKIKX0DER&pf_rd_s=center-2&pf_rd_r=017DG53YFA6FYGT7TBQC&pf_rd_t=101&pf_rd_p=470938631&pf_rd_i=507846
· Download free 180-day trial version of SQL Server 2008 at: 

· http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?displaylang=en&FamilyID=265f08bc-1874-4c81-83d8-0d48dbce6297
· MCTS SQL Server 2005 Self-Paced Training Kit (Exam 70-431)
· Comes with 180-day trial version of SQL Server 2005
· http://www.amazon.com/MCTS-Self-Paced-Training-70-431-Pro-Certification/dp/073562271X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1243326890&sr=8-1
· Download free 180-day trial version of SQL Server 2005 at:

· http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?familyid=6931FA7F-C094-49A2-A050-2D07993566EC&displaylang=en
Exam 70-432: Sql Server 2008 Implementation and Maintenance

Exam Objectives (http://www.microsoft.com/learning/en/us/exams/70-432.mspx):
Session 1: Lecture Series Overview; Tech positions and databases; Intro database theory 

Session 2: Key concepts of relational database theory; ACID properties of transaction 

Session 3: Designing a database; data modeling basics; normalization

Session 4: Conceptual data model; logical data model

Session 5: Installing and Configuring SQL Server 2008; Architecture & hardware config

Session 6: Database Configuration and Maintenance; files & filegroups; db options

Session 7: Tables; data types & constraints
Session 8: T-SQL Language 
Session 9: Database objects: stored procedures, functions & triggers

Session 10: Indexes

Session 11: Distributing and Partitioning Data; Guest speaker: SQL Developer (TBD) 
Session 12: Importing and Exporting Data
Session 13: Designing Policy-Based Management

Session 14: Backing up & Restoring a Database; Guest speaker: Project Mgr (TBD)
Session 15: SQL Server Agent; Automating SQL Server

Session 16: Designing SQL Server Security 1

Session 17: Designing SQL Server Security 2

Session 18: Monitoring SQL Server

Session 19: Optimizing Performance

Session 20: High Availability with Failover Clustering and Database Mirroring

Session 21: High Availability with Log Shipping and Replication; Guest Speaker: BI (TBD)
Session 22: Review

Session 23: Building your resume for positions in technology; Guest speaker: Recruiter (TBD)
Session 24: Interviewing, negotiating and landing a dream job at the best rate
Instructor Bio:  Greg Hay 

I have worked in the IT industry beginning in 1986 in various positions, including technical and retail sales, development, administration, training and consulting. In 1990, I started a database development firm with my two brothers where we became one of the first Microsoft SQL Server resellers in the state of Washington (way back on version 4.21). This marked the beginning of my continuous relationship (DBA humor) with SQL Server. Some of the firms I have worked at include Egghead Discount Software, WebMD, Walt Disney Internet Group, Microsoft and now Enterprise Database Consultants. I am currently also on a contract engagement with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation focusing on several database security and performance optimization projects.

Having graduated from the University of Washington for both undergrad (BA History and BA Anthropology) as well as a Masters in Information Management, I bleed purple and gold. I currently am the online instructor for two courses in the Database Management Certificate program through the University of Washington Extension in addition to having recently been hired to teach database courses at City University. Additional teaching experience includes SQL Server 2005 Certification course at Microsoft as well as ten years as a youth mentor, math tutor and basketball coach.

Instructor Contact Info: 
Greg Hay

16106 NE 107th Way

Redmond, WA 98052

gthay@u.washington.edu 

206-355-2887
[image: image1.png]



