“GAP-YEAR” OPTIONS (Listed in no particular order.)
1) NIH 

Post-baccalaureate Intramural Research Training Award (IRTA):


https://www.training.nih.gov/programs/postbac_irta  
Rolling admission but need to make full calendar year commitment



Technical IRTA Program



https://www.training.nih.gov/programs/tech_irta 
For people who have completed a BS or MS and who want a career as a research support professional. No deadline; aps accepted continuously.

2)   The Whitaker Foundation: 



International Fellows and Scholars Program



http://www.whitaker.org/   

      
The deadline for the 2011-12 competition was January 23


We have had two students placed; I encourage more to apply.
3) Work 

-Campus labs (part of a year to full year)

-Internships: Use HuskyJobs, watch bioeunder, and look at the websites/HR sites of companies of interest. http://www.washingtonlifescience.com/career/career-opp.htm  has an industry directory of Puget Sound area companies, as well as current job postings. There are some other national companies indexed on our admin website under info for students.

-IHME has a post-bacc internship for computationally-oriented students; it’s very competitive. We always circulate the announcement.

-Also stay tuned for news about the new BIOE Affiliates Program; kick-off event will be October 2, 2012.

-Temporary professional employment (a company, research institute, or hospital is looking for someone to work on a shorter-term project)

-Work in hospital as orderly or in some other clinical setting to gain clinical experience
Examples of clinically related experiences

· PhysAssist Scribes http://www.iamscribe.com/scribe/iamscribe  (They had on-campus interviews to hire 30-40 people in 2013) - As a PhysAssist scribe your time will be spent working shifts, literally side-by-side Emergency Department physicians, seeing what they see, and learning from them in the process.  Our scheduling department will work around your school schedule, insuring that your shifts do not cut into your time in the classroom, and that academic success stays your first priority.
4) Travel (lucky!) 

Honors students (including departmental honors only), look at the Bonderman fellowship, 

http://depts.washington.edu/bondermn/ . It gives you 20K to travel and you can use it after graduation. The annual deadline is usually around Feb. 1.
5) Service work

Some students have done students through religiously affiliated programs.

A student sent me this website: http://www.idealist.org/. If you scroll down to the bottom, they have a link to resources for international volunteer experiences and some advice about finding them and managing a gap year. Research programs carefully for legitimacy. All program costs should be up front.
 6) Teach for America 

http://www.teachforamerica.org/ . TfA has a campus recruiter.
7) 
Americorps, VISTA, and AmeriCorps NCCC (National Civilian Community Corps)


http://www.americorps.gov/ 

8)
Peace Corps (2-year)


http://www.peacecorps.gov/
There is a campus representative. Jennifer Gouine, our former graduate counselor, is in Azerbaijan with the Peace Corps right now.

9) 
Special scholarships

There are scholarships such as the Luce (http://www.hluce.org/mission.aspx)  and Fulbright (http://fulbright.state.gov/), Gates Cambridge, Marshall, Mitchell, and Rhodes   that kick in after graduation; see the Office of Merit Scholarships, Fellowships, and Awards for information about such scholarship opportunities, http://www.washington.edu/students/ugrad/scholar/. 
http://www.washington.edu/uaa/textpattern47/tp/features/132/JesseBurkRafelLuceScholar for our student who was a Luce Scholar. Current BIOE senior Cam Turtle will be a Rhodes Scholar next year.

10)  UW BIOE BS/MS

Application deadline is December 1. It is a normal graduate program ap (i.e., you need the GRE); you explain in the personal statement that you are applying for BS/MS. If you want to do this you should discuss it with your PI this summer. Good BS/MS candidates will have begun their research no later than fall of junior year and will have room for two extra grad courses in the senior year. 
11)
  PMP (Professional Master’s Programs) in engineering
Often evening degrees, these programs are based on technical coursework rather than research; see for example UW EE’s PMP, http://www.ee.washington.edu/admissions/pmp/index.html, or UW CSE’s PMP, http://pmp.cs.washington.edu/index.shtml. 


Engineering/Business/Management hybrid Master’s degrees:
For example, Berkeley: http://funginstitute.berkeley.edu/masters/; combines leadership and entrepreneurship courses with technical electives; it is a one-year program.

Or see Master of Engineering Management (MEM) at Dartmouth, http://engineering.dartmouth.edu/academics/graduate/mem/. There are lots of these programs out there, so look around.


Note that MS programs are generally paid for by the student.

12)
World-Teach

Teach abroad through this Harvard-based program, www.worldteach.org.  We have an alumna who just returned from a year teaching English in a mountain village in Costa Rica. She commented, “The program is extremely well-run and is also one of the most affordable year-abroad programs that I have found.” She also mentioned possible placements in different countries, teaching students of different ages and in different subjects, and variable lengths of stay. (She will enter med school this fall.)
PLEASE LET KJN KNOW IF YOU FIND ANYTHING TO ADD TO THIS LIST!
