ALISS Information Session, 9/24/08
12:00-1:00 MGH 420

Officers Present:

Jen Waller, President

Kelly Ann Smith, VP

Stefanie Graen, Secretary

Stephanie Rubel, Distance Rep

Grant Perrigo, Treasurer

Rachel Adams, Treasurer

Mary Comstock, Publicity

Lianne Ho, Webmaster/Alumni Liasion

Officers Absent:

None.

Topics:

1.  Officer Introductions


a.  name, position held, what you do in the position
2.  Step through sections of ALISS web site (http://students.washington.edu/aliss/)

a.  Catalyst form for suggestions, complaints, etc. (on right side of homepage), it’s anonymous!

b.  Textbook exchange- post a message if you’re looking for a textbook, or want to sell one

c.  iConnect- tool for residential and online students to arrange housing/transportation during residencies, because residency can be very expensive for online students

d.  Grant application- apply to get funding for your iSchool event
3.  Open Meetings

a.  Great especially for first year students, to know what’s going on in the school, learn about professors, courses, registration strategies.  Students are very candid during these sessions.  We’re trying to make them so online students can attend, without compromising privacy concerns.  We tried a podcast last year, but people did not want to speak as candidly, which is a problem.  Adobe Connect might be a solution?

b.  First open meeting week before registration, 10/31
3.  Stefanie - book sale.  Secretary organizes the book sale; we’re not sure what form it will take this year, but will definitely need volunteers either way.  We’ll also be looking for volunteers to help put books on Amazon and eBay. 
4.  Kelly - Spring Fling.  She planned the one from last year.  Elections will be held in spring, so next ALISS VP will plan the one for this spring.  Trying to get funding from all the other student groups for future Spring Flings.  
5.  Explanation of Student Leadership Council (SLC): SLC might help with events such as the Spring Fling.  Jen Waller and Blynne Olivieri, an online student, are MLIS representatives for SLC.  Dean’s office wanted an advisory board with students from all iSchool groups, so they were more in touch with the student body.  SLC meets about twice a quarter, and will serve an advisory role to the Dean.  The group has only met once so far.
6.  The Dean’s office is also looking into having student participation on various iSchool committees (7 or more).  Email will be sent out shortly, with a summary of committees, each of which meet about once a month.  Self-nominations.  This will encourage more student involvement in the iSchool.  
7.  Explanation of MLIS Program Committee & student rep:  Rebecca Blakewood is currently the student rep on the MLIS program committee, and she will be leaving that position, so ALISS will be putting out a call for a new student rep.  The committee decides changes in the portfolio, degree requirements, courses, etc.
8.  Explanation of GPSS: Renee Disch is current MLIS rep for the graduate student senate (GPSS).  There is also a rep from the MSIM program.  GPSS offers travel grants for conferences, etc.  Not enough people take advantage of this!  There is a grant application on the GPSS.  Limit is $500.  If you have issues that are not iSchool related, but more generally related to graduate studies, contact Renee (rmdisch@.u.washington.edu).
Questions:

iSalon board if you couldn’t attend the open meeting and want to get the dish on professors/classes.  This list cannot be viewed by any professors.  Grace Whiteaker is the only staff member who has access, but she only manages participants, does not use the board.

Residential MLIS student: How can we know about online classes?

Other than looking at the course evals, there isn’t really a good way right now to talk with online students, because there is no message board that has all MLIS students only, without professors.  Best way would be to talk to Stephanie, the distance rep, and she can put the question out there for any online students willing to contact you and talk about the class.
General advice for new MLISers?

Being involved in groups and attending functions will really round out your experiences.  Don’t just rely on classes.

Online students: Get screen names, emails, make contacts.

This is a small field- seek out people who have same interests.

You might have to choose between reading and a cool event.  Choose the cool event!

