ALISS Winter 2008 Open Meeting

February 15, 2008

In attendance for ALISS:

Beth Sanderson, President

Kristen Dietiker, Vice President

Kathleen Loebig, Secretary

Meghan Madonna, Treasurer

Michelle Hudson, Web Master

Faculty & Staff:

Harry Bruce, Dean

Karen Fisher, MLIS Program Chair/ALISS Faculty Advisor

Marie Potter, MLIS Academic Advisor

Matt Saxton, Associate Dean for Academics
Better knowledge about faculty going on sabbatical. 

Meeting Minutes: 

Student concern: Food is being stolen from the refrigerator in the iSalon. Could we get keycard access or any other way to restrict who can access the fridge? 

Faculty asked if the students had a solution to propose and if everyone is comfortable with keycard access to the iSalon as a solution.
Students don’t believe that this is coming from within the iSchool community; quite a few people are on the 4th floor to use labs in addition other building staff that use the room. Everyone in attendance was open to keycard only access to the salon.
Marie advised everyone to label everything with their name and the date to ensure that no one is disposing of things by mistake (thinking they are old, etc). Matt Saxton will follow up on the keycard access. 

ALISS wants to open up discussions for a shared responsibility for Spring Fling. Also, can the school do more to help facilitate participation from other stakeholders in the event (students in other academic programs, faculty and staff). Time for putting on events is equal to a course during a quarter, and ALISS believes that increased participation in sponsoring the event will increase its importance as an event to bring the entire community together.
ALISS has not broached this with other student groups because they are hoping that there will be MSIM representation and they do not have an organized group at this date.
Harry has been talking with MSIM students about this, and there is an interest from the current study body to get a group going. He would love to see collaboration on the Spring Fling. He feels that the other student groups would be very open to participating. This may be a great opportunity to jumpstart the MSIM student group. 

Marie reminded everyone to keep the MSIM and Info students have capstone project dates in mind – this may affect their availability to participate. Staff will also be busy with convocation in addition to capstones.
Matt mentioned that there may be a possibility of increased financial support for the students. He agrees that $2,000 is a lot of funding for just one group to have to commit to every year. He would like it to remain a student event with shared responsibility across groups. But he is committed to opening dialogues about a financial commitment from the department. 

Karen suggested maybe an earlier date, possibly a May Day inspired event, might work.
Harry feels students need to take the initiative, but proposals for funding will be considered by the department. 

ALISS officers agree – the event should be coordinated by students, but would love to have additional financial support from the department. They will begin to work with other groups, open discussions with MSIM students about any potential new government, and move forward from there. Other students in attendance supported this position.
560 Courses 

Students are concerned about how 560 classes are offered and the lack of electives offered during different quarters. 

Matt stated that there is a commitment to offer every class day and distance once each year to meet the programming needs of students trying to get their school media endorsement in the 2 year day or 3 year distance program. 568 will move from a 5 to 3 credit course – this will open up room for electives in students’ schedules. 585 will only be offered once a year because of low enrollment, but UW extension also has a class that will fill the 585 requirement. 

Marie reminded everyone that the student handbook has the degree-planning chart available for students who are trying to complete the school library media program. If you follow the degree program, all electives are planned so that you can fit them within the prescribed degree plan. 

540 Course changes 

Changes have happened to the 540 core course requirement. The course description resource information has been emailed to students. 

Matt: New topics are being offered to allow students to fill the 540 requirement at the level that is appropriate to them. Terry Brooks has also opened his web site for 545 so that students can look at the content and syllabus to make more informed decisions when registering for classes and have access to the content if they are unable to take the course.
In addition to the new core requirement options, there are preparatory courses that are 1 unit, online, and offered every quarter. Students will not be required to attend a residency and will be able to take the courses that they want at the appropriate time in their schedule. 

This spring, as things transition, there will be a 4 credit course- 549 -  that will encompass all of the preparatory course material in one course. 

Marie reminded everyone that 540 and 542 will fulfill the requirement; if you have taken one of those courses, you have fulfilled the requirement for the program. 

Student comments: Is there any plan to build LIS support/systems librarianship planned for the curriculum? 

Matt: Networking/networking administration and the Programming for Information Systems along with LIS 587, which looks at integrated library systems, does address this material. 

Student: Are the 1 credit courses graded or CR/NC? And how is the iSchool determining what the professional market needs are when they plan the curriculum. 

Matt: They are CR/NC; ALA accreditation in conjunction with our decade system was developed to address professional market needs in the curriculum. Accreditation last year brought up concerns with student life outside the classroom as areas that the department should address, not in curriculum content or course requirements. The advisory board members (who all have LIS degrees) meet once a quarter and they also address issues that they see with the curriculum and the current job market. Management and information technology are areas where they see needs in the curriculum. 

Karen: Faculty also monitors this through their interactions with colleagues and professionals at conferences and the field. 

Matt: Informal feedback from people like local library professionals is also considered; Matt recently met with Bill Ptacek and talked about some needs for addressing early learning issues in regards to children and youth librarianship. 

Marie: Development is currently working on an alumni survey to inquire about how alumni feel about their preparation across all iSchool programs. 

Harry: The iSchool is a member of ALISE and the alumni survey is based on an instrument that they developed to get this information from alumni. 

Students: Does LIS 549 extend on what 541 was? 

Matt: Yes – 549 is in essence 541 plus; it will address web building, but will also go beyond that into other preparatory technology topics – basics of networking and database building. It will only be offered this spring; after this spring it will only be available in the 1 credit format. 

Students: Is there a way to determine when courses are going to be offered from year to year? 

Matt: We do have a “year at a glance” worksheet, but it can only be 90% accurate because of scheduling issues and faculty availability. We want to communicate this, but there is always a caveat that things may need to change. Electives are the classes that are most likely to change; Marie is probably the best resource to find out if a course may be offered in the future. It would be good if the iSchool could find a way to communicate this information to students earlier. 
Students: Could there be some kind of general guidelines about what kinds of electives are offered at what times of the year? 

Matt: Our curriculum and faculty have not been stable enough to move forward with these kinds of resources at this point, but we make every effort to give students the information they need about course schedules as early as we can. 

Advisors 

Students are having difficulty getting their advisors to schedule time to meet with students. 

Karen: An email has been sent to remind faculty to make time for their students, but many of them are shy, so be pro-active. If students are having problems, they can go to Karen and she will ensure that students are getting the time with their advisors that they need. Advising is a significant part of the strategic plan, and is a concern to administration. 

Beth: Would Karen be open to sending a reminder email to students as well encouraging them to contact their advisors? 

Karen: Of course [note: this email was sent early the week of 2/17]

Matt: I recognize the consistency of advising is an issue and guidelines are being developed so that there will be a standard to evaluate advisors. 

Karen: Don’t forget that you can change your advisor – if you feel like your advisor is a bad fit, try to find a faculty member that is more in line with your interests. 

Marie: Contact Marie if you want some advice about changing your advisor. 

Additional Items 

The meeting was quickly running out of time and the president of ALISS brought the following remaining items to the agenda at the same time:

Students feel disconnected faculty and staff and this affects their feelings of community. 

There is inconsistency across syllabi for core courses depending on the instructor. 

It would be great if staff or administration could somehow maintain a list of electives outside of the school that students might find useful – students are happy to present content, but with student turn-over in leadership positions every year, it would not make sense for students to maintain such a list.
Out of course electives:

Marie: I am working on a list of electives. She is working hard to get this information together and posted on the iSchool web site. It will hopefully be completed by Summer Quarter. [Note: Marie followed up with students about this information via catalyst survey 3 hours after the meeting adjourned]
Feelings of community:
Matt: Matt does not feel that the school has done a good job giving students and opportunity to participate in the formal structure of the school. Changes do need to be made and the faculty is evaluating what the best opportunities will be for students to become more involved and what changes students can make to represent concerns and issues with faculty. Breakfasts with the Dean are one of the new ways that students have to interact with faculty/staff. A student has also been appointed to the MLIS program committee. But something more formal does need to be established and putting that in place is seen as a burning need by the school; this structure can really begin bring students and faculty closer together. 

Making advising more consistent will also help create more community between faculty and students. 

Harry: Harry has been working with Wendie in her new position in student services on this issue to see what kind of institutional changes can strengthen relationships between students and faculty. Communication needs to be improved and faculty and administration are working towards creating more transparency for the students. It is a worry that students feel this as such an important issue and the department is working hard to make students feel more connected to the larger iSchool community. 

- 

