MLIS Open Meeting, 5/10/07, 12:00-1:30p.m. 

Mary Gates Hall 420 

ALISS Secretary - 2007-2008 

  

ALISS Officers in Attendance: 

Beth Sanderson - President 

Kristen Dietiker - Vice President 

Kathleen Loebig - Secretary 

Meghan Madonna - Treasurer 

Destinee Sutton - Publicity Officer 

Margaret Jeffries - Distance Representative 

Michelle Hudson - Web Manager 

Jaime Hancock - Silverfish Co-editor 

Nancy Lous - Silverfish Editor 

  

Administrators, Faculty and Staff in Attendance: 

Harry Bruce - Dean of Information School 

Joe Janes - Outgoing Associate Dean for Academics 

Marie Potter - Academic Advisor, MLIS Program

Matt Saxton - MLIS Program Chair and Incoming Associate Dean for Academics 

Topics Addressed in this Open Meeting: 

· 540 Curriculum changes

· Information for courses outside the department

· Creating more interaction between the MSIM and MLIS programs 

· Request for feedback on the new portfolio submission form

· Reminder for the Strategic Plan Celebration Event

  

Beth began with introductions of officers and faculty. 

  

Matt had no announcements, but was happy to report that the time schedule and registration system are working more smoothly than in the past. 

  

Marie is now going to be adding information to the schedule to better indicate the difference between distance and residency courses, as well as including links to the residency schedule for distance courses.  She is open to suggestions for other pertinent information that students might like to see. 

  

Matt then opened the meeting for comments from students. 

  

540  Curriculum
There is come concern about the opportunity to gain technical skills in the current 540 decade for those with less of a technology background.  There was some suggestion about an independent study for the 540 decade where students would be able to do technological-based projects centered on learning a new skill with faculty support and in-put. 

Students also wondered about the potential for additional one-credit courses that were centered on specific technology skills.  Because many students present were graduating next year, they were hoping for opportunities to learn more technology skills next year because the 540 curriculum changes will most likely not be in place until the 2008/09 school year.

Response/Action:  

Matt responded that there are no current restrictions limiting independent studies to research papers.  In addition to faculty, lecturers and senior lecturers are available to supervise this kind of project.  Faculty is currently in the process of discussing different options for teaching technology in the LIS program.  They are hoping to have faculty consensus on this in the fall.  Matt recommends that the students take into account the background of faculty teaching a course to match your education goals  with faculty  that have similar areas of interest.  Part of examining the 540 curriculum also includes investigating options towards certification, but certification program will not be enacted unless faculty deems it as a useful addition to the program.
  

Marie wanted to make sure that even though instructors are not on the projected schedule, they are available a month before registration.  She also brought up the faculty viewpoint of the LIS academic program versus the goals in a technical degree program. 

  

Joe highlighted course options in the IMT and Informatics departments available to the LIS students.  Students should feel encouraged to get feedback from faculty on course content and how to gain the skills they're interested in. 

  

Joe mentioned that one-credit courses are at faculty discretion—the makes them more flexible for faculty to present, but because they are often not scheduled ahead of time, issues such as rooms for scheduling can become a problem.

  

Joe also cautioned that credentialing in technological skills can be oversold, and that the portfolio's focus on project-based achievements is also an important aspect for employers to judge students accomplishments. 

  

How can we get information on extension classes that might be of interest to LIS students? (Geneaology, etc) 

Students felt that they needed more guidance about what classes were available outside of the iSchool that would be useful to them.  Brevity of course descriptions and the amount of courses available were cited as problems students faced when trying to evaluate courses outside the department.

Response/Action: 

Marie is going to a meeting today with UWO and will ask how to improve advertisement of these offerings.  The department still views them as out-of-deparment offerings that can be approved by your advisor.  They also will show up differently on your transcript.  Maybe UWO has a way to advertise that the LIS can implement. 

  

Joe mentioned that in the past ALISS has managed an out-of-school class list so that students can get an idea of what others have done.  This encourages students to look at university's offerings more creatively to search out the best opportunities for their interests and skills. 

  

Marie asked ALISS to do a survey and said that she can help find a suitable place for it on the iSchool web site.   

  

What can we do on an academic side to open up communication between the MSIM and MLIS programs? 
Students are interested in ways to interact on a meaningful level, particularly through coursework in technology, with the MSIM program.
Response/Action: 

Matt brought up the core faculty that teaches in technology across departments.  MSIMs currently have a more rigorously defined technology track.  Because an MLIS student may want to have very different applications of their technological skills, this may not make sense for the MLIS program.  One current approach in redefining the technology curriculum is to identify key skills that students may be interested in that should be represented. However, the differing technology skill sets of incoming MLIS students presents an additional hurdle to creating a unified technology program that will best serve all students.  However, it  is hoped that the new curriculum in place that will promote more interactions between departments and satisfy student and faculty needs will be in place  by the 2008/09 year. 

  

Marie reminded everyone that there are also University policies that need to be followed when making curriculum changes, and that the procedures involved in making these changes also affect how quickly they can be implemented.

  

Matt believes that this new curriculum will bring together the MSIM and MLIS programs.  The changes to the core area will also extend to the distance students so that they will have the same opportunities to gain the skills they need that the resident students have. 
  

Joe reminded everyone that the MSIM and Informatics Capstone presentations will be in the Hub on May 31st and that this is a great way to meet students from the other departments and see what they're doing.  He also encouraged students to participate in dissertation presentations and defenses. 

  

Why do they do Capstones and MLIS do portfolios? 

One student asked why the MLIS program was portfolio-based while the Informatics and MSIM programs were capstone-based.

Response/Action: 

Matt explained that this has much to do with how prospective employers need to see particular skill sets demonstrated. 

  

Portfolio Submission Form Feedback
Marie then asked students about the portfolio submission form process.  Changes have been made to try to help with this process.  If students have any suggestions about the portfolio submission form in particular, please think about them and email Marie.  Track changes, hand written notes, or any format that you can get suggestions to her about changes is welcome. 

  

Reminder: May 18 Strategic Planning Celebration
Harry Bruce reminded everyone about the event to celebrate the unveiling of the new strategic plan on May 18th, 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM in the Walker-Ames Room at Kane Hall.  He wants to encourage everyone to attend and celebrate with the school! Food, music, and champagne (with just a short speech!) will all be features of the event.  The success really depends on the participation of the entire student community, so please attend. 

  

Matt added that in addition to celebrating the Strategic Plan, he hoped that students would attend to celebrate and support the iSchool community that we are all a part of. 

  

Final Notes

Marie reminded everyone to read her emails before deleting them!
