Relay For Life FAQ

Team Recruitment

What if I want to have two teams? Is that possible?
Yes, it is possible to have more than one team. However, it’s likely easier for you if you let someone else be the captain of the other team. Then, you can register as a participant on the other team. If you do decide to be on more than one team, make sure that you are not asking the same people twice for donations (unless you decide that this would be a good way to get more money!).

My friend and I want to join a team but don’t have enough people to make a whole team on our own - what can we do?
Make a team with your friend! There is no set limit on the number of people that have to be one a team. However, this event can serve as a great way for you and your friend to reach out to a club or people in your residence hall/fraternity/sorority/apartment/house and get them involved with the event as well! You can also join an already-established team at random, but we really encourage you to start your own team and get others to join you!
Fundraising

I've tried some fundraising tactics but the money isn't coming in like I'd hoped. What can I do to increase the cash flow?

Getting people to open their hearts and wallets is one of the hardest, yet most important, aspects of Relay For Life. To mix things up and (hopefully) get more money for your efforts, consider these things:
· Are you asking the right people for money? Use networking skills, starting with family, friends, co-workers, etc., to find potential donors. It's impossible to tell how much a person is willing to help you and Relay For Life unless you ask.

· Are you asking for the right amount of money?  The trick for asking for donations is presenting the opportunity to donate the right amount of money.

· Have you made donating as attractive an option as possible? In any letter you write, any conversation you have, or any deal you establish, make sure to elucidate how important Relay For Life is in the fight against cancer. 

What are some fun and creative ways to fundraise around campus?
Think outside the box! Just about anything can be turned into a fundraiser for Relay For Life. Here are some very creative ideas teams have had in the past:
· Use clear tape to make a 4-foot diameter ball. Roll it into office buildings and stores, and charge people $5 (and more) to stick things to the ball. You might get anything from rubber bands, to "Wanna go out sometime?" notes with phone numbers, to deli meats, to $100 bills! 
· Leave a toilet (or similar item) on someone's lawn with a note reading, "This toilet was left by Mr. So-and-so to aid the American Cancer Society's fight against the disease that affects all of us. If you want the toilet removed for a nominal donation fee, please call (555) 555-5555. If you want the toilet to be put back onto Mr. So-and-so's yard, we ask that you double his donation of $XXXX. Thank you and have a great day." While this tactic seems crazy, it has the potential to start a toilet battle that will rake in the dough.

· Set up a fundraising contest amongst team members, between teams, between Relaying boyfriend and girlfriend, and so on. Once a Relayer's competitive streak gets going, there is no end to what he or she will come up with to out-raise the opponent. To keep the competition lively, set up incentives to win!
· Set up fun games and activities for people on or off campus. Examples include: dodgeball/ping-pong/video game tournaments with a prize for the winner, Twister in the Quad, taking people out for a sunset date on a boat, and more!
I want to do a fundraiser on campus. Do I need to get it approved?

As long as you provide all your equipment (tables, chairs, etc.) anyone can do a fundraiser on campus. There is no need to get approval. Setting up a table on campus is a great way to get the word out about Relay and raise money for your team!

My team is interested in holding a fundraiser at Relay For Life. Is this okay? Are we allowed to sell food?

Having a fundraiser at Relay is a great way to get more donations. Be sure to let us know if your team is planning a fundraiser during the event so we can tell all the participants to bring money. Selling food is permitted and is often well-received! Any type of food (from burgers to cookies) is great as there will be literally thousands of hungry Relayers!
I have tons of loose change from carrying around a coin jar. Can I turn it in?
Yes! There’s nothing the Relay Committee enjoys more than rolling coins! But please count it before turning it in, so our job is a little easier.
Team Mentoring

I just heard about Relay from a friend and would like to form or join a team. Is it too late to sign up?
It's never too late to sign up for Relay For Life. Teams and participants can register right up to the event (May 9, 2009). Go to www.uwrelay.org to register today!

A friend of mine wants to register for Relay For Life, but doesn't want to pay the $10 fee online. Is there any way he/she could pay in person?
Yes, if you do not want to pay the fee online, please contact either Erin Higgins (ehiggins@u.washington.edu) or Vidang Nguyen (vidang@u.washington.edu). They can arrange for offline payment of the registration fee.

I wasn’t able to make it to the last meeting. How can I find out what I missed?

Meeting minutes are posted on the UW Relay For Life website. On the left-hand side, there is a link to Meeting Minutes, where you will find the notes from each Team Captains meeting.

Logistics

Can I bring friends and family who aren't registered on a team?

YES, YES, YES! The more the merrier! The Relay will have an on-site registration center as you walk into Husky Stadium – just stop there on your way in, register, and HAVE A BLAST!

What about parking?  What is the best way to get to the Relay? 

We recommend walking (or using public transportation) to Husky Stadium if you live on or around campus. However, there are areas to pick up and drop off tents, food/drink, and other supplies that are too large to carry. We also have parking for survivors in the SE Stadium Lot and parking for participants in E-1.  Check the website as the Relay approaches for more specific parking locations.

How are tent sites allocated?

Tent sites are allocated using a combination of factors, including when your team signed up and how quickly you have raised money. Tent site selection occurs at the last Team Captains Meeting on May 7.

Can we bring alcohol and/or tobacco to the Relay?
NO, NO, NO! Not only is alcohol/tobacco not allowed inside of Husky Stadium, but Relay For Life is a family-friendly event and these substances are not permitted. If you are visibly intoxicated or have alcohol/tobacco products at the Relay, you will be removed from the event.

Sponsorship/Food/Prize

How can I go about contacting companies for sponsorships, prizes or food?
Start by contacting companies with whom you have a relationship (through parents, family, neighbors, friends, etc.). Then you can move on to Seattle-based companies/local businesses that might be interested in contributing to events in our community. It's best to go in person if possible, but if not, call the business and ask to speak to a manager.  The manager can either help you out or redirect your call to someone who can.  

Are donations tax deductible?
Yes, donations are tax-deductible.  Out tax ID# is 84-1316555.

I know some business owners who are interested in sponsoring relay. Who do I need to contact and what forms should I give to these companies?

You only need to give them two forms. The first is the Sponsorship Benefit Chart, which informs companies about the various sponsorship levels they earn depending on how much money they sponsor. The second is the Sponsorship Form, which provides the American Cancer Society with the sponsor’s taxpayer and company information. If you have additional questions or would like to get the sponsorship forms, please contact Chris Aversano (chris.aversano@cancer.org).

Does sponsorship only deal with monetary donations?

Relay For Life sponsorship is not limited to monetary donations. If companies donate food, services, or products, the value of their in-kind donations can count towards their sponsorship.
What are the levels of sponsorship?
There are 5 levels of sponsorship: Presenting ($10,000), Platinum ($5,000), Gold ($2,500), Silver ($1000) and Bronze ($500). These sponsorship values are not limited to monetary donations, but in-kind donations as well, including products, gift cards, door prizes, food, etc.

Registration

I have all of this change on the day of Relay For Life – can I bring it to the event?
Yes! We will take donations in any shape or form. On the day of Relay, bring any offline donations to the Registration tent. We will process all cash, change and check donations during the event and will add them to your total.
It’s the day of Relay and I have more friends who want to join my team. Can they participate?
Of course! Participants and survivors can sign up at the Registration tent at Husky Stadium during the event. There will still be a $10 fee for participants, but they are not guaranteed to get an event t-shirt.
How do I get an event t-shirt?
In order to guarantee that a participant will get a t-shirt in the correct size, he or she must register for Relay For Life by April 2. We will order a significant amount of extra shirts, but cannot guarantee that all participants who register after April 2 get a t-shirt. T-shirts for all participants registered by April 2 will be distributed to team captains at the final meeting on May 7.
Survivorship

How do I register as a survivor?

To register as a survivor for the UW Relay, go to www.uwrelay.org and click “Sign Up”. From here, you can either click "Register as a Survivor" (to register as a survivor only) or "Join a Team" (to register as a survivor as part of a team). If you register with a team, you can select that you are a cancer survivor later in the registration process. Registration is open until May 9th!

As a survivor, do I need to join a team?

You do not have to register as part of a team as a survivor. If you want to, please do so! But you can also register to participate in the survivor lap and not be a member of a team by following the above directions. If you did not register for a team or the survivor lap and still want to come the event, that’s okay too! You can come to the event and participate in survivorship activities. Be sure to stop by the registration tent for directions to the survivors’ area and we will take care of you!

What is there for survivors to do at relay?

Relay For Life is all about celebrating survivors so we strive to make it a fun and relaxing day! At the beginning of the event, there is a survivor lap, in which survivors and their families walk around the track while being recognized by all participants. Afterwards, there is a survivor social including dinner, speakers, massages, gift bags, coffee, etc.

Luminaria

What is a Luminaria and where can I get some?

A luminaria is a visual tribute to loved ones affected by cancer. Participants decorate white bags with photographs, drawings, ribbons and more to honor friends and family members fighting cancer or to remember those no longer with us. Luminaria bags are available at all Team Captains meetings and will be available at the event as well.
What is the Luminaria Ceremony?
The Luminaria Ceremony is a special event that occurs at 10pm during Relay. We line the track with Luminaria bags which are lit with candles. All the lights in the stadium are turned off and we observe a walk of silence to remember those who are fighting cancer and those who have lost their battles. It is a moving time for all Relayers and reminds us why we participate in this event.

Can we sell Luminaria Bags as a fundraiser?
Of course! Please talk to any committee member during a Team Captains meeting and we can give you the supplies needed to make that happen. Also, feel free to contact the Luminaria Chair, Kay Cochran (kayc628@u.washington.edu), to get more information.
Advocacy

Where does all the money we raise go? 

All funds go directly to the American Cancer Society. This money is put towards one of ACS’ major areas of focus. Research is one of these areas that the ACS funds, with over $4 million staying here at the University of Washington. Comprehensive patient services, advocacy issues like youth tobacco use, and education about cancer risk factors are also an integral part of what the ACS is all about!

Volunteer

My club/organization is interested in volunteering. How do I/we sign up?
If you are interested in volunteering, either as an individual or as a group, please contact Blake Stevens (bsdawg@u.washington.edu), the Volunteer Chair. There are a number of shifts and positions available. 

If I am going to volunteer at the UW Relay For Life, what time should I be at Husky Stadium?
On the day of the Relay (May 9), a lot of help is needed setting up Husky Stadium, registering teams and helping them to their tent sites, and cleaning up the morning after. The following times are when volunteers are needed most: 

Saturday, May 9th
10am to 2pm – Set up for Relay
12pm to 4pm – Register teams, set up tent sites
4pm to 9pm – Help set up events, general maintenance
Sunday, May 10th
7am to 10am – Clean up Husky Stadium
 

Online

How do I get my team’s fundraiser to appear on the UW Relay For Life website?

Email your Team Mentor (Erin Higgins or Vidang Nguyen) with all the pertinent information about your fundraiser, including date, time, location and a short description of what your team is doing. Your event will be posted within 1 week, so please provide ample notice before your fundraiser begins.

