THE PHILIPPINES IS ENDOWED WITH WEALTH, BUT THE FILIPINO PEOPLE ARE SUFFERING IN POVERTY





The Philippines and the Filipino People





What are the characteristics of the Philippines?





The Philippines is an archipelago with mountainous terrain.  It has 30,000,000 hectares of arable land.  It consists of 7,100 islands.  There are three major island groups: Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao.





The Philippines is situated in Southeast Asia.  It is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean, the South China Sea and the Celebes Sea.  China is located somewhat to the north, while Indonesia and North Borneo are situated to the south.  (Look at the map.)





According to 1995 data, the population of the Philippines has already reached 65,000,000.  Seventy-five percent (75%) live in the countryside, and twenty-five percent (25%) reside in the cities.





Filipinos come from certain racial stock.  Foremost of these is the Malay race.  The Indonesians and Chinese have contributed significantly to the racial composition of the people.  There have also been mixtures of Arab, Indian, Spanish, American and Negrito strands in our racial stock, but they only comprise a small percentage.





National minorities comprise no less than 14 percent of the population.  Included among them are descendants of the settlers who have peopled the archipelago within the last several tens of thousands of years before the coming of the Spanish colonialists.  Up to the last several hundred years, these peoples were the ones who inhabited the greater part of the archipelago until they were ejected forcibly and subjugated by the landgrabbers.





The people speak over a hundred languages and dialects.  The five languages spoken by the majority are Tagalog, Cebuano, Ilocano, Ilonggo and Bicolano.  Tagalog is the basis of the national language.  It is spoken by the people in varying degrees of fluency.





What are the natural resources of the Philippines?





The Philippines is abundant in natural resources.  The agricultural lands of the Philippines are extremely fertile because of the mountains—many of which were previously volcanic, because of the many rivers, and because of the tropical climate.  The lands are suitable for the cultivation of many edible crops, such as rice, corn, fruits and root crops, and those useful for industry, such as abaca, rubber, coconuts, cane and others.





The forested areas of the Philippines are extensive.  They are abundant in lumber and other forest resources useful for various needs of the people.





Many minerals, such as gold, copper, oil, silver, carbon, bauxite, uranium and nickel, can be derived from the mountains and plains.  These are sufficient for the Philippines to be able to develop its industries self-reliantly.





The rivers, lakes, bays and seas are abundant in fish and other marine resources.  The principal rivers may be controlled in order to irrigate farm lands and to provide electricity to every part of the country.  The rivers, lakes, bays and seas are also used for navigation and transportation.  The Philippines also has many ports.





If the Filipino people themselves are able to utilize and cultivate the natural resources of the Philippines for their own benefit, the natural wealth can easily sustain several times the present population.





However, the Filipino people are prevented by US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism from utilizing these natural resources for their own benefit.  At present, these natural resources are being exploited by US imperialism and all its lackeys for their own profit and according to their narrow schemes which harm the toiling masses.





Philippine society is divided between the few who belong to the ruling classes and the majority who are oppressed and exploited by them





Who controls and lives off the wealth of the Philippines?





The US and other foreign imperialists in collaboration with the local ruling classes—the big landlords and the comprador-big bourgeoisie—are the ones who control and live off the wealth of the country.  They constitute a mere one percent of the population of the Philippines.





They are the ones that benefit thoroughly from the natural wealth of the country, the labor force and the wealth created by the Filipino people.  They are also the ones who control the reactionary government and the reactionary armed forces of the Philippines.  They are the ones who form the ruling classes that oppress and bring suffering to the Filipino people.





What is the condition of the Filipino people?





The workers, the peasantry, the semi-proletariat, the petty bourgeoisie and the national bourgeoisie constitute the Filipino people.  Together, they comprise 99 percent of the population of the Philippines.





The Filipino people are a powerful force for progress.  They possess an acquired strength and intelligence to excel in the various fields of social endeavor, and have a great tradition of courageous struggle against foreign and local oppression and exploitation.  They are capable of establishing a united, just and prosperous society.





Extensive agriculture, factories, mines, transportation and communication that sustain society have all been founded with the strength and intelligence of the Filipino people.  They should be the ones to reap the benefits of all of them.  But they are the ones who suffer and are intensely exploited and oppressed by the foreign and local ruling classes.





The handful of foreign imperialists and local ruling classes sap the strength and intelligence of the people for their own benefit.  Thus, despite the wealth of the Philippines, the Filipino people experience unbearable poverty.





The workers suffer because of the absence of ownership, and the sale of their labor-power in order to create profit for the capitalists in exchange for low wages.  They suffer because of the inhuman conditions in their workplaces and the absence of job security.  They are exploited by foreign and local capitalists.





The peasantry, majority of whom have little or no land, are oppressed and exploited by the old and new types of landlords.  They are saddled by high land rent, low wages and usury.  The landlords, bureaucrat capitalist and foreign corporations constantly grab lands from them.





The semi-proletarians suffer from an absence of ownership, insufficient wages, irregular income and the lack of steady employment.





The life of the petty-bourgeoisie, meanwhile, is on the decline.  The real value of their small earnings is shrinking.  The security of their jobs is in jeopardy.  Their small businesses are also faltering because of the high interest of their debts, high taxes and the rottenness of the bureaucracy.





The national bourgeoisie is being strangled by big foreign capitalists who dump finished products onto the Philippine market, and manipulate the basic policies of the reactionary government with regards to the economy, finance, tariffs and taxes and local commerce.  Feudalism also obstructs their aspiration to develop capitalist production.  For these reasons, they are in fear of going bankrupt.  Their ambition to become big bourgeois and to establish a capitalist state under their rule is being frustrated.




































































































































































THE HISTORY OF THE PHILIPPINES IS THE HISTORY OF STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE FEW WHO MAKE UP THE RULING CLASSES AND THE BROAD MASSES OF THE PEOPLE WHO ARE OPPRESSED AND EXPLOITED





More than anything, the history of the Philippines is the history of the Filipino people and their courageous struggle against foreign and local exploitation and oppression.





In studying history, we will be able to understand the real roots of more than a century of suffering of the Filipino people—the rule of US imperialism, feudalism and bureaucrat capitalism.  In studying history, we will be able to make clearer the basis for the continuing struggle of the Filipino people for national freedom and democracy.





The prevalence of feudalism throughout the Philippines and the struggle of the people against it





What was the state of Philippine society before the coming of the Spanish colonialists?





Before the arrival of Spanish colonialists to the Philippines, there was already a basis for indigenous society to develop.  Within the country at the time, the inhabitants were already farming over a large part of the archipelago.  They knew how to weave cloth, lumber, mine, manufacture simple metal implements, porcelain and others.  They had their own literature.  And they traded with neighboring countries.





During this time, three different social systems existed in the country:  (1) semi-slave and semi-communal; (2) feudal; and, (3) primitive communal.





the semi-slave and semi-communal system





This was the most extensive social system in the archipelago before the coming of the Spanish colonialists.  This system existed in the barangays.  Each barangay had several hundred people and a definite territory.





In these barangays, there were two forms of land ownership.  First, there was the private ownership of the rajahs and datus (heads of barangays), their families, and the maharlikas, the free people.  Second, there was the communal ownership governed by the rajahs and datus in the name of the entire barangay.  The rajahs, datus and their families were able to derive greater benefit from the communal land because of the land rent they exacted in the form of religious tribute.





There were slaves who tilled the land of the rulers and free people.  There were also slaves who worked without any certain share of the harvest.  





Maharlikas rendered special services to the rulers, but in certain instances, the free people farmed as well.





the feudal system





Before the arrival of the Spanish colonialists, the feudal system was the most developed social system in the country.  This existed in the Moro sultanates in Mindanao and Sulu.  Each sultanate had more people and held bigger territory than a barangay.





The sultans, datus and their families formed the ruling class. They also governed the communal lands aside from those they owned.  They also collected land rent in the form of religious taxes from the tillers.  They were also attended to by religious teachers, scribes and head soldiers.





the primitive communal system





This is the lowest form of social organization.  This existed among the Ita tribes.  Here, there is no private ownership of land.  The people make a living by means of fishing, food-gathering and foraging the forest.  All able-bodied members of the tribe participated in food-gathering, and everything gathered was divided among all tribal members.





Why did the Spanish colonialists subjugate the Philippines?





Spain was already a strong world power when it subjugated the Philippines in the 16th century.  Its naval power already extended over various parts of the world, and it already possessed colonies in Latin America.  The feudal system in Spain had already reached its limits.  Driven by the flourishing of mercantilism and the emergence of manufacturing in Europe, Spain stepped up its colonization effort.





Spain conquered the Philippines in order to make it an outpost for commerce with China and neighboring areas.  Another important reason for the conquest by Spanish colonialists was the procurement of gold and other valuable metals.  Spain was also interested in procuring abundant food and other means to support the needs of the colonialists.





How did the Spanish colonialists conquer the Philippines?





To subdue the Philippines, the Spanish colonialists employed the tactic of divide-and-conquer.  Spanish colonialism took advantage of the absence of political unity among the barangays.  The colonialists coopted certain datus and used them to conquer the others.  Thus, even though there were only a few hundred Spanish soldiers used in the beginning, the colonialists succeeded in conquering most of the country.





The combination of the cross and the sword was used.  By means of cooptation, the colonialists were able to make certain barangays embrace the Christian faith.  Afterwards, the sword was used to suppress those who resisted.





The sultanates of Mindanao had an economic system and political unity which was higher than the barangays.  The higher degree of political unity and readiness of the people there to fight frustrated Spanish aggression into the Muslim domain.  The Spaniards were also not able to control effectively the mountainous peoples, such as the Igorots.  The latter were able to use the mountainous terrain to defend their freedom against the Spanish colonialists.





How did the Spanish colonialists propagate feudalism throughout the Philippines?





In over three hundred years of Spanish colonial rule, two principal means were carried out to propagate and consolidate feudalism in the Philippines.  First was the encomienda system begun in 1570, and second was the hacienda system carried out in the latter half of the 18th century.





the encomienda system





Encomiendas were large tracts of land entrusted by the Spanish ruler to the officials and religious orders in the colony.  These grants were given in recognition of services they had rendered the Spanish Crown in subjugating the Philippines.  Encomiendas were formed from several conquered barangays put together, becoming larger economic and administrative units.  Here, feudalism was carried out.





It was the objective and the responsibility of encomiendas to hasten the collection of taxes, to carry out polo (forced labor) and the indoctrination of the people with Christianity.  The colonialists used Christianity in order to seize large tracts of land.





The colonialists seized lands which had long been cultivated.  Farmers in these lands were made to pay land rent.  All lands which were not being cultivated were placed in the ownership of the Spanish Crown.  Farmers were forced to work in the fastness of forests in order to expand the lands owned by the colonialists.  Even the erstwhile maharlikas were reduced to the status of serfs.





Encomiendas were disbanded in the 17th century.  Provinces replaced them as the system of administration.  This was done in order to tighten the implementation of the laws of Spain in land ownership and to lessen the antagonism between clerical and civil landlords.  As a result, exploitation and landgrabbing intensified further.  Even then, the private land ownership of the colonialists was already extensive.














the hacienda system





The Spanish colonialists expanded farm lands in order to sustain their food and other supply needs.  The colonialists focused their attention on the Manila-Acapulco commerce.





This trade concentrated on the export to Mexico of products made in China and other neighboring countries.  This commerce started to become a losing proposition in the latter part of the 18th century as a result of competition from the products of factories in Europe and because of the raiding by English pirates of the ships plying the route between Manila and Acapulco.





It was under these conditions that the hacienda system was begun.  Large-scale cultivation of crops to be exported to the capitalist countries in Europe was decreed.  The planting of tobacco, abaca, indigo and others were made extensive.  At the same time, Philippine ports were opened to the ships of the capitalist countries of Europe and the United States.





To hasten the transport of products from different parts of the archipelago, railways, new ports, new roads and a system of communication were set up.





Because of these developments, the implementation of forced labor grew more intense.   The rounding up of large numbers of people to work in far-flung areas became more frequent.





Colonial and feudal exploitation intensified under the hacienda system.  The Spanish colonialists decreed quotas for the harvest of export crops.  These were forcibly bought from peasants at extremely low prices.  An even larger surplus was extracted from the peasants in the form of land taxes and a percentage of the harvest.  The colonial government made the purchase of these crops a virtual monopoly.  Landgrabbing worsened because landlords wanted to derive maximum benefit from the sale of commercial crops.





The kasama or tenancy system also began with the introduction of haciendas.  The Spanish officials and friars leased their haciendas to arenderos (local landlords).  The lands were then parceled out into farms.  Peasants were made to work them on the condition that the landlords retain a large part of their harvest.





Another result of the hacienda system and the invigoration of commerce inside and outside the country was the emergence of the embryonic Filipino working class.  The embryo of the Filipino bourgeoisie also emerged—made up of traders or compradors and their college-educated children.














How did the Spanish colonialists prolong their rule in the Philippines?





The Spanish colonialists were able to perpetuate their rule in the Philippines for more than three hundred years.  They employed various means, such as:





the use of armed might to suppress Filipinos





The colonialists set up the colonial army.  They strengthened it by means of forced conscription of Filipino soldiers.  This army was used to suppress the resistance and the struggle of the people.  The colonial army harshly put down peasants who were revolting in various parts of the archipelago.  This army was also employed repeatedly against the Moros in Mindanao and the Igorots in the Cordillera mountains.





controlling the thinking of the people by means of religion





The Spanish missionaries destroyed the previous beliefs of the people.  They fed the people the novena, prayer and superstition in order for them to accept the domination and abuses of the Spanish colonialists.  They inculcated blind obedience and subservience in the minds of the people.





The Spanish priests themselves directly held powerful positions in the colonial government.  In these positions, they were able to combine church and state in order to defend the Spanish Crown and the dominance of the religious orders.





the use of the local ruling class





The Spanish colonialists gave the former rajahs and datus certain powers in the municipalities and barangays.  They were also granted certain privileges, such as acquiring land and exemption from polo (forced labor).  In this manner, they were able to get the support of the former rajahs and datus.  The colonialists were able to use their support to carry out colonial rule in the municipalities and barangays.  





These local puppets formed the principalia, the group of the heads of barangays and gubernadorcillos (municipal heads).  They became the tax collectors or cacique, forced-labor recruiters, leading members of the Church among the ranks of Filipinos, overseers of the lands of the Spanish landlords, and leading praisemongers of the colonialists.





Before the 1896 Revolution, how did the Filipino people fight Spanish colonialism?





Throughout the entire period of Spanish colonial rule, various uprisings took place against taxation, forced labor, monopoly in commerce, extremely high land rent, landgrabbing, the imposition of the Catholic religion, unjust measures, and other cruelties of the Spanish colonialists.





No less than 200 revolts of varying duration and scope of influence transpired.  One can see in these revolts the recognition of the Filipino people of the necessity of force and unified action in order to overthrow Spanish rule.  These revolts spread and gained strength, and created a great tradition of the Filipino people.





Some of the celebrated revolts are as follows:





16th century:





In 1574, 2,000 fighters gathered in what is now Tondo in order to drive out the Spaniards who had just entered Manila.  This is now referred to as the uprising of Sulayman.





In 1574, Lakandula, the rajah of Tondo, led an uprising to drive out the colonialists.  The uprising spread up to what is now Cavite.  The insurgents killed the friars and the Spaniards whom they were able to kidnap, and burned down the churches.  Thousands of fighters encircled Manila.  In the end, however, Lakandula compromised with the Spaniards.





In 1596, Magalat headed a revolt against the high taxes and abuses of the encomenderos (encomienda holders) in Cagayan.  The various datus of Tuguergarao participated in this uprising.  This revolt lasted for eight months before it was quelled.





17th century:





In 1620, the Spaniards began to send expeditions to the Cordilleras in order to conquer the Igorots and to take possession of the gold mines in the area.  The expeditions, however, were frustrated repeatedly, and the Spaniards were unable to control the Cordilleras effectively.





Sumuroy led an uprising in Samar from 1649 to 1650.  The principal cause of the revolt was the forcible recruitment of the peasants as corvee or forced labor for the shipbuilding yards in Cavite.  The uprising spread to Albay, Camarines Sur, Masbate, Cebu, Camiguin, Zamboanga, Northern Mindanao and Leyte.  All the churches were burned down in Samar, and many firars were killed.  This is also what transpired in the other paces which followed Samar’s suit.





In 1660, an uprising took place in Pampanga, led by Maniago.  This was sparked by the colonial government’s failure to pay for a large amount of collected rice and because of the grave condition of polo (forced labor) in felling lumber in Pampanga and Bataan.  The revolt called for driving out the colonialists.  The uprising was only suppressed when the insurgents were given amnesty and a part of the colonial government’s debt was paid.





In the same year, the people of Pangasinan also rose up under malong’s leadership.  Their demands were similar to those made by the revolt under Maniago’s leadership.  Malong also sent forces to the Ilocos, Cagayan and Pampanga in order to set up his rule as king.  This uprising was defeated by an expedition of the Spaniards.





Under Almazan’s leadership, the Ilocos region rose up in response to Malong’s call.  In the end, this uprising was crushed and Almazan was killed.





18th century:





The uprising in Bohol, headed by Dagohoy, was the longest.  From 1744 up to 1829, the insurgents drove out the Spaniards from a large part of Bohol.  Their peak strength reached 20,000, and they were able to establish their own government in their mountain bases.





The revolt led by Palaris in Pangasinan broke out about the same time as the uprising in the Ilocos headed by Silang.  The first lasted from 1762 to 1764, and the second from 1762 to 1763.  The revolt led by Silang reached up to Pangasinan and Cagayan.  Both uprisings were led by those who belonged to the principalia class.  They were driven to revolt by the extremely high taxes and the abuses of the friars and colonial officials.  The insurgents called for the expulsion of the Spanish friars and officials from the provinces mentioned.





In 1745, an uprising broke out in Batangas headed by Matienza. This resulted from the arbitrary expansion of the haciendas by the Jesuits and the increase in land rent.





In 1745, revolts also broke out in many parts of Manila, Morong (Rizal), Cavite and Bulacan because of the seizure of lands by the friars and the increase in land rent.  In these revolts, the peasants burned down the houses of the friars, killed the overseers—most of whom were Chinese—and fought against the Spanish troops.


	


      The Spanish colonialists brutally repressed and overcame the uprisings of the people.  Many Filipinos were forcibly conscripted to fight against the rebels. (See Appendix A: List of Celebrated Uprisings Against the Spanish Colonialists)





What were the movements launched by the ilustrados against the Spanish colonialists?





Ilustrados were Filipinos who were able to study in college inside or outside the Philippines.  With the intensification of colonial and feudal exploitation, the interests of their comprador or principalia parents were affected.  These well-to-do or affluent Filipinos became victims of landgrabbing, expulsion from being overseers of haciendas, onerous taxes, and other abuses of the colonialists.  Ilustrados also became the objects of scorn of their Spanish classmates and teachers.





The first systematic movement launched by the ilustrados to attack the rule of the Spaniards was the secularization movement among the ranks of the clerics.  Filipino priests demanded the expulsion of the religious orders from the parishes.





When the workers of Cavite mutinied in 1872, the leaders of the secularization movement, namely Fathers Gomez, Burgos and Zamora, were accused of being in complicity with the revolt.  They were guillotined despite their protestations of innocence.





The second movement of the ilustrados was the Propaganda Movement.  This was launched by the ilustrados who went to Europe to study and to campaign for reforms in the Philippines.  They demanded that the Spanish government make the Philippines a regular province of Spain, give it representation in the Spanish parliament, and implement the provisions of the Spanish constitution pertaining to civil liberties in the Philippines.  This movement was led by Jose Rizal, Marcelo del Pilar, Graciano Lopez-Jaena, juan and Antonio Luna.  This movement of the ilustrados met failure.





Rizal returned to the Philippines to continue his propaganda efforts.  He established the La Liga Filipina, and called on Filipinos to stand as a nation.  But he did not call for separation from Spain.  Before he was executed by firing squad in Luneta, he distanced himself from the armed uprisings of the people when he called on them not to resort to armed struggle.





The movement led by the ilustrados limited themselves to clamoring for reforms under Spanish colonial rule.  This movement also did not organize among the ranks of the toiling masses.  Because its leaders hailed from the well-to-do ilustrado class, their principal objective was to ensure the participation of their kind in the political governance and a greater share of the economic benefits.





Nevertheless, these movements helped in propagating nationalism, and in preparing the minds of Filipinos for the outbreak of the 1896 Revolution.





What was the Revolution of 1896?





The Revolution of 1896 was an armed struggle launched by the Filipino people in order to overthrow Spanish colonial and feudal rule.  The revolution fought for the sovereignty of the Filipino nation, civil liberties, the confiscation of the haciendas of the friars in order to distribute them among the peasants and the separation of church and state.





The revolution of 1896 was started by the Katipunan led by Andres Bonifacio.  Bonifacio believed that revolution, not reforms, was the correct path for realizing the freedom of the Philippines.  The majority of Katipunan’s members hailed from the workers and peasants.  The Katipunan expanded its ranks and gathered a sufficient number of members in order to launch a war of national liberation.  The Cry of Pugad Lawin on August 23, 1896 signaled the beginning of armed struggle against the colonialists.





Bonifacio drew inspiration from the democratic revolutions led by the bourgeoisie in Europe and America.  He was guided by a stand that upholds the establishment of a democratic republic and agrees with capitalism.  With the intensification of colonial exploitation and oppression of the people, the national-democratic aspirations of the broad masses of the people heightened as well.  While oppression worsened, the fighting spirit of the dominated, especially the toiling masses, also heightened until the Philippine Revolution of 1896 broke out.





When the Revolution of 1896 was launched, the power of Spain was already gradually weakening.  Spain was already losing in wars to stronger capitalist countries like Britain, Germany and France.  The revolutionary struggles of the peoples in the Spanish colonies were also advancing.  As a result, Spain was forced to open up its colonies to the entry of capitalist countries whose needs for raw materials and a market for finished products were growing.





When the hacienda system was propagated, feudalism in the Philippines had developed fully and the self-sufficient economy was being overtaken gradually by an economy based on money.





Philippine society was beginning to become a semi-feudal system from feudalism.  Commercial production and exchange became vigorous.  The embryo of capitalism emerged from feudal society.  The embryo of new classes of the more advanced social system also emerged.





The embryo of the Filipino proletariat emerged clearly in the 19th century.  They are the workers in the railways, ships, ports, sugar centrals, tobacco and cigarette factories, printing presses, distilleries, founderies, warehouses and others.  They came from the numerous peasant farmers whose lands were seized and who were rendered bankrupt.  Also among them were the numerous artisans and handicraft makers who had lost their livelihood.





The Filipino bourgeoisie, then comprised of the compradors and ilustrados, also emerged alongside the emergence of the embryo of the proletariat.  Chinese merchants or traders and leading puppets who possessed land or were subsidized by the friars principally comprised the local comprador class.





As a result of the development of transportation and communication, exploitation worsened and the links among the oppressed masses tighter.





What has the 1896 Revolution accomplished?





After the Cry of Pugad Lawin on August 23, 1896, the Filipino people garnered many victories.   The membership of the Katipunan expanded.  The Spanish colonialists were driven out of many parts of the country, especially in Luzon.





However, in 1897, the ilustrados led by Aguinaldo seized the leadership of the Revolution.  The Aguinaldo leadership had Bonifacio kidnapped and executed.  The revolutionary government was established, but it experienced successive defeats.  The compromising character of the ilustrado class was revealed.





In the same year, the Aguinaldo government came to terms with the Spanish colonialists.  In exchange for P400,000, they called on the people to lay down their arms, and they allowed themselves to be exiled in Hong Kong.  This was the Biak-na-Bato Agreement.





The Aguinaldo leadership capitulated, but not the Filipino people.  The people persisted in their revolutionary struggle.





However, the agents of US imperialism established links with Aguinaldo with the aim of using him in their quest to seize control of the Philippines.  The Americans returned Aguinaldo to Cavite after the naval squadron of Dewey (admiral of the US Navy) entered Manila Bay, and wiped out the Spanish fleet.





When the Spanish-American War broke out, the Philippine Revolution took advantage of an excellent opportunity in order to intensify the struggle against the Spanish colonialists.  Spanish rule collapsed throughout the archipelago, except in Intramuros (Manila) and a few insignificant garrisons.





But because of the entry and invasion of US imperialism, the formal surrender of the Spanish colonialists to the Filipinos did not transpire.  The victory that belonged rightfully to Filipino revolutionaries was denied them.  US imperialism suppressed the Filipino people brutally, and the colonial status of the Philippines was perpetuated in the hands of a new colonial master.





The colonial rule of US imperialism and the struggle of the Filipino people against it





Why did US imperialism take over the Philippines?





In the early part of the 20th century, the US reached the monopoly stage of capitalism.  In order to acquire colonies, the US waged a war with Spain in 1898.





The US took over the Philippines because it is rich in natural resources and cheap labor and a dumping ground for finished products and capital.  The US also wanted to use the Philippines as abase for contending with other imperialist powers for control over China and other parts of Asia.





How did US imperialism take over the Philippines?





In order to take over the Philippines, US imperialism principally used counterrevolutionary violence, and secondarily used deception.





From the beginning, US imperialism interfered in Philippine matters by pretending to help the Aguinaldo government in overthrowing Spanish colonialism.  Even though the Filipino revolutionaries had already broken the back of the Spanish colonialists, the Americans convinced the Aguinaldo government to delay the final blows on the Spanish colonialists.  In this manner, the US imperialists were able to gather enough troops to use in claiming credit for the surrender of the Spaniards and to use against the Filipinos.





The Filipinos were unaware that the Spanish governor-general had agreed to stage a mock battle with Admiral Dewey.  The “moro-moro” battle took place to enable the Spanish colonialists to surrender to the US imperialists, instead of the Filipinos who had already encircled Intramuros.





On December 10, 1898, Spain signed an agreement with the US secretly turning over the Philippines in exchange for the sum of $20 million.  This agreement was the Treaty of Paris.





While continuing to increase their invasion troops in the Philippines, the Americans began their bloody campaign of conquest of the Philippines in 1899.  It was not until 1902 before US imperialism decisively won its war of aggression in the Philippines.  But the people’s armed resistance to the new colonizers continued in various parts of the archipelago until 1916.





Before the US could control a large part of the archipelago, the imperialists had to employ more than 126,000 troops to fight against seven million Filipinos.  The invaders sustained many casualties.  Four thousand US soldiers were killed, and almost thirty thousand were wounded.  For every American soldier killed, fifty Filipino soldiers gave up their lives.  Over 250,000 Filipino civilians were also killed directly or indirectly as a result of the fighting.





US imperialism committed atrocious acts of genocide against the people in its war of aggression.  They committed various atrocities, such as the massacres of prisoners and civilians, the violation of women, burning down homes and property, torture, zoning and rounding up civilians in concentration camps.





Together with this, US imperialism took advantage of the weaknesses of the ilustrado leadership of the Aguinaldo government.  The imperialists enticed the capitulationist leadership of the Revolution with promises of “peace,” “autonomy,” and “benevolent assimilation.”





In every municipality they took over, the imperialist troops staged municipal elections participated in only by those who belonged to the old principalia.  The puppet elections deliberately excluded the masses of the people who did not meet property requirements and the ability to read or write.  The aggressors used these elections as a means to wean those who belonged to the principalia away from the Revolution.  The US imperialist made these members of the principalia their puppets just as the Spanish colonialists had done before them.





When Pedro Paterno and Felipe Buencamino (leading officials of the Aguinaldo cabinet) surrendered to the Americans, they were used immediately by the Americans to call on the resisting people to surrender.  With the encouragement of the aggressors, especially the intelligence agency of the US Army, Pardo de Tavera (another former member of the Aguinaldo cabinet) organized the Partido Federal in 1900.  This party campaigned for the merger of the Philippines with the US.





However, the imperialists enacted laws forbidding and stiffly penalizing anyone clamoring for the self-determination or independence of the Philippines.





Why and how did US imperialism perpetuate feudalism in the Philippines?





US imperialism protected and furthered feudalism in the Philippines.  US imperialism did this in order to gain the political support of the landlords, the principalia and the traitors of the revolution; to ensure the continued supply of raw materials from crops, such as cane, coconuts and abaca; to secure the Philippines as a market for imperialist products; and, to take advantage of cheap labor. 





In the 1898 Treaty of Paris, US imperialism replaced Spanish colonialism as the occupier of the Philippines.  Under this agreement, the new colonialists guaranteed the property and the businesses established during the Spanish times.





To deceive the Filipino masses, the occupiers bought certain haciendas of the friars at extremely high prices.  A large part of them were set aside for the traitors of the revolution, while the rest were divided into small parcels of land and sold to the peasants.  It did not take long before the majority of those who had received the small parcels of land were forced to sell their land because they could not afford to make the payments and they were sinking deeper in debt.





In many parts, the new occupiers even returned the lands confiscated by the revolutionary masses to the Spanish landlords.





The US imperialists intensified the transport of export crops.  The hacienda system was further invigorated and made more widespread.





In 1902, the occupiers promulgated new land registration laws.  In 1907, new land measurement laws were promulgate  The leading puppets of the occupiers took advantage of this to seize lands.  Cheating in titling and land measurement became widespread.





Successive laws in relation to public lands were ratified in 1903, 1919 and 1929.  These laws were supposedly meant to encourage peasants to own public lands by means of homestead, purchase or lease.  In reality, it served as a smokescreen for the large-scale acquisition of public lands by American individuals and capitalists, landlords and bureaucrats.  Peasants were placed in public lands.  They were made to clear the forests, and were pitted by the landlords against the former residents whose lands were seized.





The rapid development of commerce and the use of money brought more poverty to the peasants. Those who tilled their land but rendered bankrupt were forced to sell their lands to the landlords, usurious businessmen, and rich peasants.  The evils of the Spanish times continued on during the American times.





How did Philippine society become semi-feudal under the colonial rule of US imperialism?





In the latter part of Spanish colonialism, Philippine society was beginning to become semi-feudal.  The sprouts of the capitalist sector in the country’s economy began to emerge.  They were geared towards internal and external trade.  The export of agricultural products such as abaca and sugar was strengthened with the establishment in the Philippines of overseas companies and commerce, owned not by Spaniards but by Americans and other Europeans.





When US imperialism took over the Philippines, it protected the transport of raw materials.  It developed the economy based on money at a more rapid pace, and this superseded the feudal system.  It set up sugar centrals, coconut oil refineries, rope factories, and mines.  It initiated the small-scale processing of raw materials.  The number of proletarians or the working class increased.





On the other hand, imperialism dumped finished products from the US.  And in order to tighten its control over the country and to hasten the pace of trade, US imperialism developed the system of transportation and communication in the Philippines.  Consequently, the comprador-big bourgeoisie emerged as the partner and principal helper of foreign monopoly capitalists in controlling colonial trade.





Imperialist interests intentionally allowed only a limited, unbalanced and irregular level of capitalist development.  Feudalism and the landlord class were provided continual protection under the power of big foreign and local capitalists.





Farmers who tilled their own land were rendered bankrupt, and local handicraft industries were destroyed.  The people were forced to buy imported goods, and principally to produce raw materials.  The self-sufficient economy eroded completely.  An extremely large reserve labor force principally from the peasantry emerged.





Capital loans were used in export trade and as a means to cover trade deficits, in remitting dollar profits, and to support the needs of the colonial government and business.





US corporations extracted gargantuan profits from public works contracts in the construction of roads, bridges, ports, telegraph and other transportation and communication facilities. The market was further expanded for motorized vehicles, machinery and petroleum products from the US.  Colonial commerce became more rapid, and so did the transport of troops for the suppression of the people.  





Every year, the wealth created by the workers and peasants grew, but because of the continued intensification of colonial, feudal and semi-feudal exploitation, they sunk deeper in poverty.





How did US imperialism perpetuate its colonial rule in the Philippines?





US imperialism perpetuated its colonial rule in the Philippines principally by means of counterrevolutionary violence and secondarily by means of deception.





The continued strengthening of ar
